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—Winner of the 2015 Aidoo-Snyder Prize from the Women's Caucus of the African Studies
Association—

“The significance of Making Modern Girls in African studies is incontestable—it is by all standards one
of the most sophisticated studies of girlhood in colonial Africa.”—American Historical Review

In Making Modern Girls, Abosede A. George examines the influence of African social reformers and the
developmentalist colonial state on the practice and ideology of girlhood as well as its intersection with child
labor in Lagos, Nigeria. It draws from gender studies, generational studies, labor history, and urban history to
shed new light on the complex workings of African cities from the turn of the twentieth century through the
nationalist era of the 1950s.

The two major schemes at the center of this study were the modernization project of elite Lagosian women
and the salvationist project of British social workers. By approaching children and youth, specifically girl
hawkers, as social actors and examining the ways in which local and colonial reformers worked upon young
people, the book offers a critical new perspective on the uses of African children for the production and
legitimization of national and international social development initiatives.

Making Modern Girls demonstrates how oral sources can be used to uncover the social history of informal or
undocumented urban workers and to track transformations in practices of childhood over the course of
decades. George revises conventional accounts of the history of development work in Africa by drawing
close attention to the social welfare initiatives of late colonialism and by highlighting the roles that African
women reformers played in promoting sociocultural changes within their own societies.
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From reader reviews:

Solomon Pepper:

Have you spare time for any day? What do you do when you have far more or little spare time? Sure, you
can choose the suitable activity for spend your time. Any person spent their very own spare time to take a
wander, shopping, or went to the particular Mall. How about open or maybe read a book titled Making
Modern Girls: A History of Girlhood, Labor, and Social Development in Colonial Lagos (New African
Histories)? Maybe it is being best activity for you. You already know beside you can spend your time with
your favorite's book, you can better than before. Do you agree with the opinion or you have various other
opinion?

Maryann Carson:

The publication with title Making Modern Girls: A History of Girlhood, Labor, and Social Development in
Colonial Lagos (New African Histories) includes a lot of information that you can discover it. You can get a
lot of gain after read this book. This book exist new expertise the information that exist in this reserve
represented the condition of the world now. That is important to yo7u to find out how the improvement of
the world. This specific book will bring you within new era of the the positive effect. You can read the e-
book on your smart phone, so you can read the item anywhere you want.

Louis Chavez:

Many people spending their period by playing outside using friends, fun activity along with family or just
watching TV all day long. You can have new activity to pay your whole day by reading a book. Ugh, do you
think reading a book can really hard because you have to bring the book everywhere? It ok you can have the
e-book, having everywhere you want in your Touch screen phone. Like Making Modern Girls: A History of
Girlhood, Labor, and Social Development in Colonial Lagos (New African Histories) which is having the e-
book version. So , why not try out this book? Let's find.

Concepcion Shaw:

That book can make you to feel relax. This specific book Making Modern Girls: A History of Girlhood,
Labor, and Social Development in Colonial Lagos (New African Histories) was vibrant and of course has
pictures on the website. As we know that book Making Modern Girls: A History of Girlhood, Labor, and
Social Development in Colonial Lagos (New African Histories) has many kinds or style. Start from kids until
youngsters. For example Naruto or Detective Conan you can read and feel that you are the character on
there. So , not at all of book tend to be make you bored, any it can make you feel happy, fun and loosen up.
Try to choose the best book for you and try to like reading in which.
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