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Equal opportunity in the workplace is thought to be the direct legacy of the civil rights and feminist
movements and the landmark Civil Rights Act of 1964. Y et, as Frank Dobbin demonstrates, corporate
personnel experts--not Congress or the courts--were the ones who determined what equal opportunity meant
in practice, designing changes in how employers hire, promote, and fire workers, and ultimately defining
what discrimination is, and is not, in the American imagination.

Dobbin shows how Congress and the courts merely endorsed programs devised by corporate personnel. He
traces how the first measures were adopted by military contractors worried that the Kennedy administration
would cancel their contractsif they didn't take "affirmative action" to end discrimination. These measures
built on existing personnel programs, many designed to prevent bias against unionists. Dobbin follows the
changesin the law as personnel experts invented one wave after another of equal opportunity programs. He
examines how corporate personnel formalized hiring and promotion practicesin the 1970s to eradicate bias
by managers; how in the 1980s they answered Ronald Reagan's threat to end affirmative action by recasting
their efforts as diversity-management programs; and how the growing presence of women in the newly
named human resources profession has contributed to a focus on sexual harassment and work/life issues.

Inventing Equal Opportunity reveals how the personnel profession devised--and ultimately transformed--our
understanding of discrimination.
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From reader reviews:
Homer Douglas:

Book isto be different per grade. Book for children until finally adult are different content. Aswe know that
book is very important for us. The book Inventing Equal Opportunity was making you to know about other
expertise and of course you can take more information. It doesn't matter what advantages for you. The e-
book Inventing Equal Opportunity is not only giving you far more new information but also to get your
friend when you feel bored. Y ou can spend your own spend time to read your guide. Try to make
relationship together with the book Inventing Equal Opportunity. Y ou never feel lose out for everything if
you read some books.

Harrison Colon:

Now aday folkswho Living in the era everywhere everything reachable by match the internet and the
resources inside it can be true or not need people to be aware of each data they get. How people have to be
smart in having any information nowadays? Of course the answer is reading a book. Studying a book can
help men and women out of this uncertainty Information specialy this Inventing Equal Opportunity book
because this book offers you rich facts and knowledge. Of course the details in this book hundred %
guarantees there is no doubt in it you probably know this.

Jason Cook:

Typically the book Inventing Equal Opportunity will bring you to definitely the new experience of reading
some sort of book. The author style to describe the ideais very unique. When you try to find new book to
study, this book very suitable to you. The book Inventing Equal Opportunity is much recommended to you to
learn. Y ou can also get the e-book from official web site, so you can quickly to read the book.

Hoyt Moore:

Do you have something that you want such as book? The book lovers usually prefer to pick book like comic,
short story and the biggest some may be novel. Now, why not attempting Inventing Equal Opportunity that
give your enjoyment preference will be satisfied by means of reading this book. Reading routine al over the
world can be said as the method for people to know world better then how they react toward the world. It
can't be explained constantly that reading behavior only for the geeky particular person but for all of you
who wants to become success person. So, for every you who want to start reading as your good habit, you
may pick Inventing Equal Opportunity become your own starter.
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