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Between the late Renaissance and the early nineteenth century, the ancient arts of architecture were being
profoundly transformed by the scientific revolution. This important book, which won the 1984 Alice Davis
Hitchcock Award, traces the process by which the mystical and numerological grounds for the use of number
and geometry in building gave way to the more functional and technical ones that prevail in architectural
theory and practice today. Throughout, it relates the major architectural treatises of successive generations to
the larger culture and the writings of philosophers, mathematicians, scientists, and engineers.

The book leads the reader through the controversy that was generated by Claude Perrault in the seventeenth
century. His writings began to cast doubt on the absolute aesthetic value of the classical orders and the
"perfect" proportions that were architecture's legacy from Pythagorean times. Thus the once immutable
"invisible" system lost its special status forever. The book focuses in particular on eighteenth-century
developments in the science of mechanics and emerging techniques in structural analysis which slowly
entered the architectural treatises and found their way into practice, often by way of civil and military
engineers. And by the nineteenth century, the book notes, even architectural rendering and drawing were
radically changed through the introduction of new descriptive and projective geometries.

Tracing these fundamental changes in architectural intentions, Pérez-Gómez challenges many popular
misconceptions about the theory and history of modern architecture. At the same time, he suggests an
intangible loss, that of a culture's power to express through a building its total mathematical, mystical, and
magical world-view.
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From reader reviews:

Michael Gibson:

Do you have favorite book? When you have, what is your favorite's book? Reserve is very important thing
for us to understand everything in the world. Each guide has different aim or perhaps goal; it means that
publication has different type. Some people sense enjoy to spend their the perfect time to read a book. They
are reading whatever they get because their hobby is definitely reading a book. What about the person who
don't like studying a book? Sometime, person feel need book once they found difficult problem or even
exercise. Well, probably you will want this Architecture and the Crisis of Modern Science.

Georgia Lopez:

Inside other case, little men and women like to read book Architecture and the Crisis of Modern Science.
You can choose the best book if you love reading a book. Given that we know about how is important a book
Architecture and the Crisis of Modern Science. You can add expertise and of course you can around the
world by way of a book. Absolutely right, simply because from book you can know everything! From your
country until finally foreign or abroad you will find yourself known. About simple matter until wonderful
thing it is possible to know that. In this era, we could open a book or maybe searching by internet product. It
is called e-book. You can use it when you feel uninterested to go to the library. Let's study.

Thelma Martin:

People live in this new day of lifestyle always attempt to and must have the time or they will get lots of stress
from both way of life and work. So , when we ask do people have spare time, we will say absolutely indeed.
People is human not only a robot. Then we inquire again, what kind of activity are there when the spare time
coming to a person of course your answer may unlimited right. Then do you try this one, reading ebooks. It
can be your alternative throughout spending your spare time, typically the book you have read is usually
Architecture and the Crisis of Modern Science.

May Davidson:

As a university student exactly feel bored to help reading. If their teacher asked them to go to the library as
well as to make summary for some e-book, they are complained. Just small students that has reading's heart
or real their passion. They just do what the trainer want, like asked to go to the library. They go to there but
nothing reading seriously. Any students feel that reading is not important, boring in addition to can't see
colorful photos on there. Yeah, it is to become complicated. Book is very important in your case. As we
know that on this era, many ways to get whatever we really wish for. Likewise word says, ways to reach
Chinese's country. Therefore , this Architecture and the Crisis of Modern Science can make you truly feel
more interested to read.
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