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From a culture too often forgotten, overlooked or even oppressed; here are more than 30 tales, representing
all regions of Kurdistan and the four main Kurdish dialects-from the Kurdish Cinderella story and animal
stories to stories based on legendary figures (e.g., Rustemé Zal-the Kurdish Hercules)-organized by theme
and type. Most of these stories have been collected from contemporary Kurdish storytellers, with others
translated and adapted from transcripts of oral tellings and small tale collections in the Kurdish dialect.
Background information on the people, their history, their land, and their customs is provided, along with
color photos, maps, a glossary, and sample recipes, crafts, and games. All levels.

The largest ethnic group without their own nation-state, there are an estimated 30-40 million Kurds living
throughout the world today. The majority live in Kurdistan, a region stretching over parts of Iraq, Iran,
Turkey and Syria. As a minority in these countries, the Kurds have struggled for independence throughout
history and into recent times and have often been oppressed, persecuted and deported from their land. The
purpose of this volume is to introduce readers to the Kurdish people, their cultural traditions and their stories.
This unique collection, the first of its kind in English, features tales collected first-hand by the author during
several years of travel to the Kurdish region of Turkey. A Fire In My Heart serves as a reference and
program resource for educators and librarians, introducing students and the public to this ancient culture. The
book is especially suited to those working with Middle Eastern children and their families in the US and
abroad. From the Kurdish Cinderella story, Fatima, and humorous animal tales to stories based on legendary
figures, for example the Herculean Rustemé Zal, these thirty-three tales from the varied regions of Kurdistan
and the four major dialects are a wonderful resource for storytellers, folklorists and scholars. After seven
years recording Kurdish tellers and traveling to remote mountain villages the author provides a valuable
collection of previously unpublished tales, traditional recipes and games. The book is augmented by stories
translated and adapted from small tale collections in Kurdish, as well as rare color photos from Iraqi-
Kurdistan in 1955 and recent photos of village life. Background information on the Kurdish people, their
history, land and customs is provided. All levels.
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From reader reviews:

Nora Carter:

Reading a publication can be one of a lot of activity that everyone in the world really likes. Do you like
reading book consequently. There are a lot of reasons why people fantastic. First reading a e-book will give
you a lot of new information. When you read a reserve you will get new information because book is one of
many ways to share the information or maybe their idea. Second, studying a book will make anyone more
imaginative. When you reading through a book especially fictional book the author will bring someone to
imagine the story how the character types do it anything. Third, you could share your knowledge to other
individuals. When you read this A Fire in My Heart: Kurdish Tales (World Folklore), you can tells your
family, friends and soon about yours publication. Your knowledge can inspire average, make them reading a
book.

Vincent Newton:

People live in this new morning of lifestyle always aim to and must have the spare time or they will get lots
of stress from both everyday life and work. So , whenever we ask do people have time, we will say
absolutely of course. People is human not really a huge robot. Then we question again, what kind of activity
are there when the spare time coming to an individual of course your answer may unlimited right. Then do
you ever try this one, reading textbooks. It can be your alternative throughout spending your spare time,
often the book you have read is usually A Fire in My Heart: Kurdish Tales (World Folklore).

Heather Bly:

Playing with family in a park, coming to see the sea world or hanging out with pals is thing that usually you
may have done when you have spare time, subsequently why you don't try issue that really opposite from
that. Just one activity that make you not experience tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you
are ride on and with addition info. Even you love A Fire in My Heart: Kurdish Tales (World Folklore), you
may enjoy both. It is very good combination right, you still want to miss it? What kind of hangout type is it?
Oh come on its mind hangout people. What? Still don't understand it, oh come on its referred to as reading
friends.

Christopher Wilkerson:

Some individuals said that they feel fed up when they reading a guide. They are directly felt the idea when
they get a half areas of the book. You can choose the particular book A Fire in My Heart: Kurdish Tales
(World Folklore) to make your reading is interesting. Your own personal skill of reading expertise is
developing when you including reading. Try to choose easy book to make you enjoy to study it and mingle
the feeling about book and looking at especially. It is to be initially opinion for you to like to open up a book
and examine it. Beside that the guide A Fire in My Heart: Kurdish Tales (World Folklore) can to be your
brand new friend when you're truly feel alone and confuse in doing what must you're doing of this time.
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