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Chu T'ien-hsin's The Old Capital is a brilliant evocation of Taiwan's literature of nostalgia and remembrance.
The novel is centered on the question, "Is it possible that none of your memories count?" and explores the
reliability of remembrances and the thin line that separates fact from fantasy.

Comprised of four thematically linked stories and a novella, The Old Capital focuses on the cultural and
psychological realities of contemporary Taiwan. The stories are narrated by individuals who share an aching
nostalgia for a time long past. Strolling through modern Taipei, they return to the lost, imperfect memories
called forth by the smells and sensations of their city, and try to reconcile themselves to their rapidly
changing world.

The novella is built on the memories and recollections of a woman trying to make sense of herself and her
homeland. After a trip to Kyoto to meet with a friend, she returns to Taipei, where, having been mistaken for
a Japanese tourist, she revisits the sites of her youth using a Japanese colonial map of the city. Seeing Taipei
anew, the narrator confronts the complex nature of her identity, embodied in the contrast between a serene
and preserved Kyoto and a thoroughly modernized and chaotic Taipei.

The growing angst of these narrators reflects a deeper anxiety over the legacy of Japan and America in
Taiwan. The titles of the stories themselves-"Death in Venice," "Man of La Mancha," "Breakfast at
Tiffany's," "Hungarian Water"-reveal the strong currents of influence that run throughout the collection and
shape the content and texture of the writing. In his meticulous translation, Howard Goldblatt captures the
casual, intimate feel of Chu T'ien-hsin's writing while also maintaining its multiple layers of meaning. An
intertextual masterpiece, The Old Capital is a moving and highly sensual meditation on the elasticity of
memory and its power to shape personal identity.
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From reader reviews:

Jack Alexandre:

The book The Old Capital: A Novel of Taipei (Modern Chinese Literature from Taiwan) give you a sense of
feeling enjoy for your spare time. You can use to make your capable far more increase. Book can for being
your best friend when you getting pressure or having big problem with the subject. If you can make studying
a book The Old Capital: A Novel of Taipei (Modern Chinese Literature from Taiwan) for being your habit,
you can get much more advantages, like add your personal capable, increase your knowledge about several
or all subjects. It is possible to know everything if you like open and read a guide The Old Capital: A Novel
of Taipei (Modern Chinese Literature from Taiwan). Kinds of book are several. It means that, science
reserve or encyclopedia or other individuals. So , how do you think about this reserve?

John Silverstein:

Hey guys, do you wants to finds a new book to study? May be the book with the concept The Old Capital: A
Novel of Taipei (Modern Chinese Literature from Taiwan) suitable to you? The book was written by well
known writer in this era. The actual book untitled The Old Capital: A Novel of Taipei (Modern Chinese
Literature from Taiwan)is the one of several books in which everyone read now. That book was inspired a
number of people in the world. When you read this guide you will enter the new dimensions that you ever
know prior to. The author explained their strategy in the simple way, thus all of people can easily to
understand the core of this publication. This book will give you a large amount of information about this
world now. In order to see the represented of the world in this book.

Lizabeth Melgar:

Do you have something that that suits you such as book? The reserve lovers usually prefer to choose book
like comic, short story and the biggest some may be novel. Now, why not attempting The Old Capital: A
Novel of Taipei (Modern Chinese Literature from Taiwan) that give your satisfaction preference will be
satisfied through reading this book. Reading routine all over the world can be said as the method for people
to know world much better then how they react when it comes to the world. It can't be claimed constantly
that reading practice only for the geeky particular person but for all of you who wants to be success person.
So , for every you who want to start studying as your good habit, you may pick The Old Capital: A Novel of
Taipei (Modern Chinese Literature from Taiwan) become your current starter.

Ann Cason:

Does one one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt when you find yourself in the book store?
Try and pick one book that you find out the inside because don't evaluate book by its protect may doesn't
work at this point is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not seeing that fantastic as
in the outside search likes. Maybe you answer could be The Old Capital: A Novel of Taipei (Modern
Chinese Literature from Taiwan) why because the great cover that make you consider regarding the content



will not disappoint a person. The inside or content is usually fantastic as the outside as well as cover. Your
reading 6th sense will directly guide you to pick up this book.
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