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From its traces in cryptic images on the dollar bill to Dan Brown’s The Lost Symbol, Freemasonry has long
been one of the most romanticized secret societies in the world. But a simple fact escapes most depictions of
this elite brotherhood: There are women Freemasons, too. In this groundbreaking ethnography, Lilith
Mahmud takes readers inside Masonic lodges in contemporary Italy, where she observes the many ritualistic
and fraternal bonds forged among women initiates of this elite and esoteric society.

Offering a tantalizing look behind lodge doors, The Brotherhood of Freemason Sisters unveils a complex
culture of discretion in which Freemasons simultaneously reveal some truths and hide others. Women—one
of Freemasonry’s best-kept secrets—are often upper class and highly educated but paradoxically
antifeminist, and their self-cultivation through the Masonic path is an effort to embrace the deeply gendered
ideals of fraternity. Mahmud unravels this contradiction at the heart of Freemasonry: how it was at once
responsible for many of the egalitarian concepts of the Enlightenment and yet has always been, and in Italy
still remains, extremely exclusive.  The result is not only a thrilling look at an unfamiliar—and surprisingly
influential—world, but a reevaluation altogether of the modern values and ideals that we now take for
granted.
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From reader reviews:

Anthony Chan:

Do you have favorite book? When you have, what is your favorite's book? Book is very important thing for
us to find out everything in the world. Each publication has different aim or perhaps goal; it means that
publication has different type. Some people truly feel enjoy to spend their time to read a book. They are
really reading whatever they consider because their hobby will be reading a book. How about the person who
don't like studying a book? Sometime, man or woman feel need book after they found difficult problem or
maybe exercise. Well, probably you will need this The Brotherhood of Freemason Sisters: Gender, Secrecy,
and Fraternity in Italian Masonic Lodges.

Sylvia Johnson:

As people who live in often the modest era should be revise about what going on or details even knowledge
to make these individuals keep up with the era that is always change and move ahead. Some of you maybe
will probably update themselves by examining books. It is a good choice to suit your needs but the problems
coming to an individual is you don't know what type you should start with. This The Brotherhood of
Freemason Sisters: Gender, Secrecy, and Fraternity in Italian Masonic Lodges is our recommendation to
cause you to keep up with the world. Why, since this book serves what you want and wish in this era.

John Parish:

Do you one among people who can't read enjoyable if the sentence chained from the straightway, hold on
guys this particular aren't like that. This The Brotherhood of Freemason Sisters: Gender, Secrecy, and
Fraternity in Italian Masonic Lodges book is readable by simply you who hate those perfect word style. You
will find the data here are arrange for enjoyable looking at experience without leaving perhaps decrease the
knowledge that want to deliver to you. The writer associated with The Brotherhood of Freemason Sisters:
Gender, Secrecy, and Fraternity in Italian Masonic Lodges content conveys the thought easily to understand
by most people. The printed and e-book are not different in the content but it just different in the form of it.
So , do you nevertheless thinking The Brotherhood of Freemason Sisters: Gender, Secrecy, and Fraternity in
Italian Masonic Lodges is not loveable to be your top listing reading book?

Eric Kinlaw:

In this particular era which is the greater individual or who has ability in doing something more are more
treasured than other. Do you want to become certainly one of it? It is just simple method to have that. What
you have to do is just spending your time not much but quite enough to enjoy a look at some books. One of
many books in the top checklist in your reading list is The Brotherhood of Freemason Sisters: Gender,
Secrecy, and Fraternity in Italian Masonic Lodges. This book that is certainly qualified as The Hungry
Inclines can get you closer in turning out to be precious person. By looking way up and review this reserve
you can get many advantages.
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