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"An important and timely message about the biological roots of human kindness."
—Desmond Morris, author of The Naked Ape

Are we our brothers' keepers? Do we have an instinct for compassion? Or are we, as is often assumed, only
on earth to serve our own survival and interests? In this thought-provoking book, the acclaimed author of
Our Inner Ape examines how empathy comes naturally to a great variety of animals, including humans.

By studying social behaviors in animals, such as bonding, the herd instinct, the forming of trusting alliances,
expressions of consolation, and conflict resolution, Frans de Waal demonstrates that animals–and
humans–are "preprogrammed to reach out." He has found that chimpanzees care for mates that are wounded
by leopards, elephants offer "reassuring rumbles" to youngsters in distress, and dolphins support sick
companions near the water's surface to prevent them from drowning. From day one humans have innate
sensitivities to faces, bodies, and voices; we've been designed to feel for one another.

De Waal's theory runs counter to the assumption that humans are inherently selfish, which can be seen in the
fields of politics, law, and finance, and whichseems to be evidenced by the current greed-driven stock market
collapse. But he cites the public's outrage at the U.S. government's lack of empathy in the wake of Hurricane
Katrina as a significant shift in perspective–one that helped Barack Obama become elected and ushered in
what may well become an Age of Empathy. Through a better understanding of empathy's survival value in
evolution, de Waal suggests, we can work together toward a more just society based on a more generous and
accurate view of human nature.

Written in layman's prose with a wealth of anecdotes, wry humor, and incisive intelligence, The Age of
Empathy is essential reading for our embattled times.

From the Hardcover edition.
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From reader reviews:

Mary Davis:

Do you considered one of people who can't read enjoyable if the sentence chained inside the straightway,
hold on guys this particular aren't like that. This The Age of Empathy: Nature's Lessons for a Kinder Society
book is readable by means of you who hate the straight word style. You will find the data here are arrange
for enjoyable reading experience without leaving possibly decrease the knowledge that want to deliver to
you. The writer of The Age of Empathy: Nature's Lessons for a Kinder Society content conveys the idea
easily to understand by lots of people. The printed and e-book are not different in the written content but it
just different by means of it. So , do you even now thinking The Age of Empathy: Nature's Lessons for a
Kinder Society is not loveable to be your top listing reading book?

Darrell Guess:

Reading a book to get new life style in this 12 months; every people loves to examine a book. When you
learn a book you can get a wide range of benefit. When you read books, you can improve your knowledge,
since book has a lot of information into it. The information that you will get depend on what types of book
that you have read. If you want to get information about your study, you can read education books, but if you
want to entertain yourself read a fiction books, this kind of us novel, comics, in addition to soon. The The
Age of Empathy: Nature's Lessons for a Kinder Society will give you a new experience in examining a book.

Joycelyn Chambers:

Is it you who having spare time subsequently spend it whole day by watching television programs or just
lying down on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This The Age of Empathy: Nature's Lessons for
a Kinder Society can be the answer, oh how comes? A book you know. You are thus out of date, spending
your free time by reading in this brand-new era is common not a nerd activity. So what these textbooks have
than the others?

Marcela Beach:

Don't be worry should you be afraid that this book will probably filled the space in your house, you might
have it in e-book technique, more simple and reachable. This kind of The Age of Empathy: Nature's Lessons
for a Kinder Society can give you a lot of good friends because by you looking at this one book you have
factor that they don't and make you more like an interesting person. This particular book can be one of one
step for you to get success. This book offer you information that probably your friend doesn't know, by
knowing more than additional make you to be great folks. So , why hesitate? Let's have The Age of
Empathy: Nature's Lessons for a Kinder Society.
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