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The "magic" of words is something many people refer to without qualification or, often, attention. In this
pathbreaking collection, John Harold Leavitt has assembled five essays that explore the places where magic
and words most clearly intersect: in prophetic or inspired acts of speech and writing.
Based on rich ethnographic work in Western and non-Western cultures, the essays represent distinct
approaches to the topic, from one person's account of her interactions with a possessing spirit to another's
world-spanning statement on prophetic poetics. Each contributor challenges easy assumptions that poetic
texts are crafted works, products of skill rather than inspiration, while prophetic speech and writing are best
understood as spontaneous performance rather than formal art.
As a whole the collection aims to reorient the anthropological study of possession and oracular experiences
toward an awareness of the word, and to draw the attention of literary critics to "inspired" poetry. It will also
appeal to readers in performance studies and comparative religion.
Contributors are Marjorie Mandelstam Balzer, James Fernandez, Paul Friedrich, John Leavitt, Dennis
Tedlock, Margaret Trawick.
John Harold Leavitt is Professor of Anthropology, University of Montreal.
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From reader reviews:

Barbara Butler:

The book Poetry and Prophecy: The Anthropology of Inspiration make one feel enjoy for your spare time.
You may use to make your capable far more increase. Book can for being your best friend when you getting
stress or having big problem with your subject. If you can make studying a book Poetry and Prophecy: The
Anthropology of Inspiration to become your habit, you can get more advantages, like add your own personal
capable, increase your knowledge about many or all subjects. It is possible to know everything if you like
available and read a reserve Poetry and Prophecy: The Anthropology of Inspiration. Kinds of book are a lot
of. It means that, science guide or encyclopedia or other folks. So , how do you think about this publication?

Robert Burmeister:

What do you concentrate on book? It is just for students as they are still students or that for all people in the
world, exactly what the best subject for that? Just you can be answered for that question above. Every person
has different personality and hobby for each other. Don't to be obligated someone or something that they
don't need do that. You must know how great and important the book Poetry and Prophecy: The
Anthropology of Inspiration. All type of book is it possible to see on many sources. You can look for the
internet methods or other social media.

Lee Wing:

Book is to be different per grade. Book for children till adult are different content. As we know that book is
very important for all of us. The book Poetry and Prophecy: The Anthropology of Inspiration seemed to be
making you to know about other understanding and of course you can take more information. It is extremely
advantages for you. The guide Poetry and Prophecy: The Anthropology of Inspiration is not only giving you
considerably more new information but also to get your friend when you feel bored. You can spend your
own personal spend time to read your e-book. Try to make relationship with all the book Poetry and
Prophecy: The Anthropology of Inspiration. You never feel lose out for everything in case you read some
books.

Estella Pierre:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray an individual, why because this Poetry and Prophecy: The
Anthropology of Inspiration publication written by well-known writer whose to say well how to make book
which can be understand by anyone who have read the book. Written throughout good manner for you,
dripping every ideas and publishing skill only for eliminate your hunger then you still skepticism Poetry and
Prophecy: The Anthropology of Inspiration as good book not simply by the cover but also by content. This is
one book that can break don't ascertain book by its handle, so do you still needing one more sixth sense to
pick this!? Oh come on your examining sixth sense already alerted you so why you have to listening to an
additional sixth sense.
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