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Magnifico is a vividly colorful portrait of Lorenzo de' Medici, the uncrowned ruler of Florence during its
golden age. A true "Renaissance man," Lorenzo dazzled contemporaries with his prodigious talents and
magnetic personality. Known to history as Il Magnifico (the Magnificent), Lorenzo was not only the
foremost patron of his day but also a renowned poet, equally adept at composing philosophical verses and
obscene rhymes to be sung at Carnival. He befriended the greatest artists and writers of the time -- Leonardo,
Botticelli, Poliziano, and, especially, Michelangelo, whom he discovered as a young boy and invited to live
at his palace -- turning Florence into the cultural capital of Europe. He was the leading statesman of the age,
the fulcrum of Italy, but also a cunning and ruthless political operative. Miles Unger's biography of this
complex figure draws on primary research in Italian sources and on his intimate knowledge of Florence,
where he lived for several years.

Lorenzo's grandfather Cosimo had converted the vast wealth of the family bank into political power, but
from his earliest days Lorenzo's position was precarious. Bitter rivalries among the leading Florentine
families and competition among the squabbling Italian states meant that Lorenzo's life was under constant
threat. Those who plotted his death included a pope, a king, and a duke, but Lorenzo used his legendary
charm and diplomatic skill -- as well as occasional acts of violence -- to navigate the murderous labyrinth of
Italian politics. Against all odds he managed not only to survive but to preside over one of the great moments
in the history of civilization.

Florence in the age of Lorenzo was a city of contrasts, of unparalleled artistic brilliance and unimaginable
squalor in the city's crowded tenements; of both pagan excess and the fire-and-brimstone sermons of the
Dominican preacher Savonarola. Florence gave birpth to both the otherworldly perfection of Botticelli's
Primavera and the gritty realism of Machiavelli's The Prince. Nowhere was this world of contrasts more
perfectly embodied than in the life and character of the man who ruled this most fascinating city.
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From reader reviews:

Mary Case:

The book Magnifico: The Brilliant Life and Violent Times of Lorenzo de' Medici make you feel enjoy for
your spare time. You can use to make your capable much more increase. Book can to get your best friend
when you getting anxiety or having big problem with your subject. If you can make examining a book
Magnifico: The Brilliant Life and Violent Times of Lorenzo de' Medici to become your habit, you can get
much more advantages, like add your capable, increase your knowledge about some or all subjects. You are
able to know everything if you like wide open and read a guide Magnifico: The Brilliant Life and Violent
Times of Lorenzo de' Medici. Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science publication or encyclopedia
or some others. So , how do you think about this e-book?

Daniel Soderquist:

This Magnifico: The Brilliant Life and Violent Times of Lorenzo de' Medici are usually reliable for you who
want to become a successful person, why. The main reason of this Magnifico: The Brilliant Life and Violent
Times of Lorenzo de' Medici can be one of many great books you must have is definitely giving you more
than just simple reading through food but feed a person with information that possibly will shock your earlier
knowledge. This book is usually handy, you can bring it just about everywhere and whenever your
conditions throughout the e-book and printed people. Beside that this Magnifico: The Brilliant Life and
Violent Times of Lorenzo de' Medici giving you an enormous of experience such as rich vocabulary, giving
you demo of critical thinking that we realize it useful in your day pastime. So , let's have it and luxuriate in
reading.

Rebecca Esquivel:

The reason? Because this Magnifico: The Brilliant Life and Violent Times of Lorenzo de' Medici is an
unordinary book that the inside of the guide waiting for you to snap the item but latter it will shock you with
the secret that inside. Reading this book next to it was fantastic author who have write the book in such
remarkable way makes the content interior easier to understand, entertaining way but still convey the
meaning entirely. So , it is good for you for not hesitating having this any longer or you going to regret it.
This phenomenal book will give you a lot of rewards than the other book include such as help improving
your expertise and your critical thinking approach. So , still want to hesitate having that book? If I ended up
you I will go to the e-book store hurriedly.

Christopher Gaul:

Magnifico: The Brilliant Life and Violent Times of Lorenzo de' Medici can be one of your nice books that
are good idea. Most of us recommend that straight away because this publication has good vocabulary that
could increase your knowledge in terminology, easy to understand, bit entertaining but delivering the
information. The copy writer giving his/her effort to set every word into satisfaction arrangement in writing



Magnifico: The Brilliant Life and Violent Times of Lorenzo de' Medici but doesn't forget the main point,
giving the reader the hottest along with based confirm resource facts that maybe you can be considered one
of it. This great information can easily drawn you into new stage of crucial contemplating.
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