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A generous look at the San Francisco Bay Area architects’ pioneering approach to sustainable houses,
ranging from the vineyard regions of California to Telluride, Colorado; the rugged ranch lands of Montana
and the picturesque hamlets of the Hudson Valley and Martha’s Vineyard.  
 
Since its formation in 1981, Fernau + Hartman has become renowned for its imaginative expansion of the
possibilities of site- and region-specific architecture. Leaders in these concepts, as well as in sustainable
design long before its currency today, Fernau + Hartman’s houses maximize the connection between the
natural and built environments, intensify the experience of place, and invite an open, playful, and inventive
approach to life. A Newport Beach weekend house has flexible sleeping quarters and almost everything else
(spaces for cooking, eating, showering, and bathing) is outdoors; a house made of alternating indoor and
outdoor rooms climbs up a Sonoma County hillside; and an island house inspired by the fishing village of
Menemsha is composed as three independent gabled “sheds” docked at a central screened porch featuring a
fireplace and dining table.
 
With essays by Beth Dunlop, Laura Hartman, Thomas Fisher, and Daniel P. Gregory, Improvisations on the
Land creates a multifaceted portrait of the firm’s history, philosophy, and practice—revealing as much about
their process as the finished houses themselves. Models, axonometric drawings, floor and site plans,
elevations, and photographs of vernacular structures—from a collapsed barn in Montana, to Colorado mining
compounds and a louvered colonnade in the Sacramento River Delta—contribute to a full appreciation of
Fernau + Hartman’s work, how its sense of spontaneity and joy provides the antidote to so much of the self-
conscious architecture that surrounds us, and results in houses that push the possibilities of residential design
today.
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From reader reviews:

Donna Cook:

Book is to be different for every single grade. Book for children until eventually adult are different content.
As you may know that book is very important normally. The book Improvisations on the Land: Houses of
Fernau + Hartman has been making you to know about other expertise and of course you can take more
information. It is extremely advantages for you. The reserve Improvisations on the Land: Houses of Fernau +
Hartman is not only giving you considerably more new information but also to get your friend when you
sense bored. You can spend your own spend time to read your publication. Try to make relationship with all
the book Improvisations on the Land: Houses of Fernau + Hartman. You never feel lose out for everything in
the event you read some books.

Ernest Ainsworth:

This Improvisations on the Land: Houses of Fernau + Hartman are usually reliable for you who want to be
considered a successful person, why. The reason why of this Improvisations on the Land: Houses of Fernau
+ Hartman can be among the great books you must have is usually giving you more than just simple
examining food but feed you with information that perhaps will shock your before knowledge. This book
will be handy, you can bring it just about everywhere and whenever your conditions throughout the e-book
and printed ones. Beside that this Improvisations on the Land: Houses of Fernau + Hartman giving you an
enormous of experience including rich vocabulary, giving you trial run of critical thinking that we realize it
useful in your day exercise. So , let's have it appreciate reading.

Justin Perry:

The particular book Improvisations on the Land: Houses of Fernau + Hartman will bring that you the new
experience of reading a book. The author style to clarify the idea is very unique. If you try to find new book
to learn, this book very acceptable to you. The book Improvisations on the Land: Houses of Fernau +
Hartman is much recommended to you to study. You can also get the e-book from official web site, so you
can more readily to read the book.

Jackie Frost:

A lot of e-book has printed but it is unique. You can get it by web on social media. You can choose the top
book for you, science, comic, novel, or whatever through searching from it. It is known as of book
Improvisations on the Land: Houses of Fernau + Hartman. You can add your knowledge by it. Without
leaving behind the printed book, it could add your knowledge and make a person happier to read. It is most
significant that, you must aware about e-book. It can bring you from one destination to other place.
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