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It iswidely accepted that the canon of African American literature hasracial realism at its core: African
American protagonists, social settings, cultural symbols, and racial-political discourse. As aresult, writings
that are not preoccupied with race have long been invisible—unpublished, out of print, absent from libraries,
rarely discussed among scholars, and omitted from anthologies.

However, some of our most celebrated African American authors—from Zora Neale Hurston and Richard
Wright to James Baldwin and Toni Morrison—have resisted this canonical rule, even at the cost of critical
dismissal and commercial failure. African American Literature Beyond Race revives this remarkable
literary corpus, presenting sixteen short stories, novelettes, and excerpts of novels-from the postbellum
nineteenth century to the late twentieth century-that demonstrate this act of literary defiance. Each selection
is paired with an original introduction by one of today's leading scholars of African American literature,
including Hazel V. Carby, Gerald Early, Mae G. Henderson, George Hutchinson, Carla Peterson, Amritjit
Singh, and Werner Sollors.

By casting African Americans in minor roles and marking the protagonists as racially white, neutral, or
ambiguous, these works of fiction explore the thematic complexities of human identity, relations, and
culture. At the same time, they force us to confront the basic question, “What is African American
literature?’

Stories by: James Baldwin, Octavia E. Butler, Samuel R. Delany, Paul Laurence Dunbar, Frances Ellen
Watkins Harper, Chester B. Himes, Zora Neale Hurston, Nella Larsen, Toni Morrison, Ann Petry, Wallace
Thurman, Jean Toomer, Frank J. Webb, Richard Wright, and Frank Y erby.

Critical Introductions by: Hazel V. Carby, John Charles, Gerald Early, Hazel Arnett Ervin, Matthew
Guterl, Mae G. Henderson, George B. Hutchinson, Gene Jarrett, Carla L. Peterson, Amritjit Singh, Werner
Sollors, and Jeffrey Allen Tucker.
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From reader reviews:
Mary Gines:

Baook isto be different per grade. Book for children right up until adult are different content. As we know
that book is very important normally. The book African American Literature Beyond Race: An Alternative
Reader was making you to know about other know-how and of course you can take more information. Itis
quite advantages for you. The guide African American Literature Beyond Race: An Alternative Reader is not
only giving you much more new information but also to become your friend when you truly feel bored. You
can spend your own personal spend time to read your publication. Try to make relationship using the book
African American Literature Beyond Race: An Alternative Reader. Y ou never sense lose out for everything
should you read some books.

Joshua Rodrigue:

As people who live in the particular modest era should be change about what going on or data even
knowledge to make all of them keep up with the erathat is certainly always change and progress. Some of
you maybe will probably update themselves by reading through books. It is a good choice to suit your needs
but the problems coming to you actually is you don't know which you should start with. This African
American Literature Beyond Race: An Alternative Reader is our recommendation so you keep up with the
world. Why, because book serves what you want and wish in this era.

Mary Case:

In this erawhich isthe greater man or woman or who has ability to do something more are more treasured
than other. Do you want to become certainly one of it? It isjust simple approach to have that. What you
should do isjust spending your time not very much but quite enough to experience alook at some books.
Among the books in the top listing in your reading list is African American Literature Beyond Race: An
Alternative Reader. This book that is certainly qualified as The Hungry Slopes can get you closer in
becoming precious person. By looking up and review this e-book you can get many advantages.

Coleen | sabd:

Y ou can find this African American Literature Beyond Race: An Alternative Reader by check out the
bookstore or Mall. Merely viewing or reviewing it may to be your solve issueif you get difficulties for your
knowledge. Kinds of this book are various. Not only by simply written or printed but also can you enjoy this
book simply by e-book. In the modern eraincluding now, you just looking from your mobile phone and
searching what your problem. Right now, choose your own persona ways to get more information about
your guide. It is most important to arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge are still update. Let'stry
to choose appropriate ways for you.
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