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The essays in this collection, written by sixteen scholarsin rhetoric and communications studies,
demonstrate American philosopher John Dewey’ s wide-ranging influence on rhetoric in an intellectual
tradition that addresses the national culture’ s fundamental conflicts between self and society, freedom and
responsibility, and individual advancement and the common good. Editors Brian Jackson and Gregory Clark
propose that thisinfluence is at work both in theoretical foundations, such as science, pragmatism, and
religion, and in Dewey’ s debates with other public intellectual s such as Jane Addams, Walter Lippmann,
James Baldwin, and W. E. B. Du Bois.

Jackson and Clark seek to establish Dewey as an essential source for those engaged in teaching others how to
compose timely, appropriate, useful, and el oquent responses to the diverse and often-contentious rhetorical
situations that develop in a democratic culture. They contend that there is more at stake than instruction in
traditional modes of public discourse because democratic culture encompasses a variety of situations, private
or public, civic or professional, where people must cooperate in the work of advancing a common project.
What prepares people to intervene constructively in such situationsis instruction in those rhetorical practices
of democratic interaction that is implicit throughout Dewey’ s work.

Dewey's writing provides arich framework on which a distinctly American tradition of a democratic
rhetorical practice can be built—a tradition that combines the most useful concepts of classical rhetoric with
those of modern progressive civic engagement. Jackson and Clark believe Dewey’ s practice takes rhetoric
beyond the traditional emphasis on political democracy to provide connections to rich veins of American
thought such as individualism, liberalism, progressive education, collectivism, pragmatism, and
postindustrial science and communication. They frame Dewey’ s voluminous work as constituting a modern
expression of continuing education for the “trained capacities’ required to participate in democratic culture.
For Dewey human potential is best realized in the free flow of artful communication among the individuals
who together constitute society.

The book concludes with an afterword by Gerard A. Hauser, College Professor of Distinction in the
Department of Communication at the University of Colorado Boulder.
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From reader reviews:
Robert Brown:

What do you concentrate on book? It is just for students because they are till students or that for all people
in the world, the particular best subject for that? Simply you can be answered for that query above. Every
person has diverse personality and hobby per other. Don't to be pushed someone or something that they don't
wish do that. Y ou must know how great in addition to important the book Trained Capacities: John Dewey,
Rhetoric, and Democratic Practice (Studies in Rhetoric/Communication). All type of book could you see on
many options. Y ou can look for the internet solutions or other social media

John McCord:

Spent afree time for you to be fun activity to perform! A lot of people spent their down time with their
family, or al their friends. Usually they accomplishing activity like watching television, going to beach, or
picnic inside the park. They actually doing same every week. Do you fed it? Do you want to something
different to fill your personal free time/ holiday? Can be reading a book could be option to fill your free of
charge time/ holiday. The first thing that you'll ask may be what kinds of reserve that you should read. If you
want to try out look for book, may be the guide untitled Trained Capacities. John Dewey, Rhetoric, and
Democratic Practice (Studies in Rhetoric/Communication) can be very good book to read. May be it could be
best activity to you.

William Watts:

This Trained Capacities: John Dewey, Rhetoric, and Demacratic Practice (Studiesin
Rhetoric/Communication) is fresh way for you who has intense curiosity to look for some information given
it relief your hunger of knowledge. Getting deeper you upon it getting knowledge more you know otherwise
you who still having little bit of digest in reading this Trained Capacities. John Dewey, Rhetoric, and
Democratic Practice (Studies in Rhetoric/Communication) can be the light food in your case because the
information inside this particular book is easy to get through anyone. These books produce itself in the form
that is reachable by anyone, sure | mean in the e-book type. People who think that in book form make them
feel drowsy even dizzy this book isthe answer. So thereis absolutely no in reading a guide especialy this
one. You can find actually looking for. It should be here for you actually. So , don't missthis! Just read this
e-book style for your better life in addition to knowledge.

TravisHargrove:

As acollege student exactly feel bored to help reading. If their teacher expected them to go to the library as
well as to make summary for some guide, they are complained. Just very little students that has reading's
heart or real their leisure activity. They just do what the professor want, like asked to the library. They go to
at thistime there but nothing reading seriously. Any students feel that reading through is not important,
boring and can't see colorful photos on there. Y eah, it is being complicated. Book is very important to suit



your needs. Aswe know that on this period of time, many ways to get whatever we really wish for. Likewise
word says, ways to reach Chinese's country. So , this Trained Capacities: John Dewey, Rhetoric, and
Democratic Practice (Studies in Rhetoric/Communication) can make you experience more interested to read.
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