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The state of Israel was established in 1948 as a Jewish democracy, without a legal separation between
religion and the state. Ever since, the tension between the two has been a central political, social, and moral
issue in Israel, resulting in a cultural conflict between secular Jews and the fundamentalist, ultra-orthodox
Haredi community. What is the nature of this cultural conflict and how is it managed?

In Theocratic Democracy, Nachman Ben-Yehuda examines more than fifty years of media-reported
unconventional and deviant behavior by members of the Haredi community. Ben-Yehuda finds not only that
this behavior has happened increasingly often over the years, but also that its most salient feature is violence-
-a violence not random or precipitated by situational emotional rage, but planned and aimed to achieve
political goals. Using verbal and non-verbal violence in the forms of curses, intimidation, threats, arson,
stone-throwing, beatings, mass violations, and more, Haredi activists try to push Israel toward a more
theocratic society. Driven by a theological notion that all Jews are mutually responsible and accountable to
the Almighty, these activists believe that the sins of the few are paid for by the many. Making Israel a
theocracy will, they believe, reduce the risk of transcendental penalties. Ben-Yehuda shows how the political
structure that accommodates the strong theocratic and secular pressures Israel faces is effectively a theocratic
democracy. Characterized by chronic negotiations, tensions, and accommodations, it is by nature an unstable
structure. However, in his fascinating and lively account, Nachman Ben-Yehuda demonstrates how it allows
citizens with different worldviews to live under one umbrella of a nation-state without tearing the social
fabric apart.
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From reader reviews:

John Tillery:

As people who live in often the modest era should be revise about what going on or data even knowledge to
make these people keep up with the era which is always change and move forward. Some of you maybe will
probably update themselves by reading books. It is a good choice for you personally but the problems
coming to a person is you don't know which you should start with. This Theocratic Democracy: The Social
Construction of Religious and Secular Extremism is our recommendation to make you keep up with the
world. Why, as this book serves what you want and want in this era.

Carlos Reese:

The reason why? Because this Theocratic Democracy: The Social Construction of Religious and Secular
Extremism is an unordinary book that the inside of the book waiting for you to snap the idea but latter it will
shock you with the secret the item inside. Reading this book next to it was fantastic author who write the
book in such remarkable way makes the content inside of easier to understand, entertaining technique but
still convey the meaning totally. So , it is good for you because of not hesitating having this anymore or you
going to regret it. This book will give you a lot of positive aspects than the other book include such as help
improving your proficiency and your critical thinking approach. So , still want to hold off having that book?
If I were being you I will go to the e-book store hurriedly.

Lauren Veach:

You are able to spend your free time to learn this book this book. This Theocratic Democracy: The Social
Construction of Religious and Secular Extremism is simple to deliver you can read it in the recreation area,
in the beach, train and soon. If you did not have much space to bring often the printed book, you can buy the
actual e-book. It is make you quicker to read it. You can save typically the book in your smart phone.
Consequently there are a lot of benefits that you will get when you buy this book.

Kristy Moore:

Beside this Theocratic Democracy: The Social Construction of Religious and Secular Extremism in your
phone, it could give you a way to get more close to the new knowledge or facts. The information and the
knowledge you are going to got here is fresh in the oven so don't become worry if you feel like an aged
people live in narrow small town. It is good thing to have Theocratic Democracy: The Social Construction of
Religious and Secular Extremism because this book offers to you readable information. Do you often have
book but you would not get what it's facts concerning. Oh come on, that will not end up to happen if you
have this in the hand. The Enjoyable arrangement here cannot be questionable, such as treasuring beautiful
island. So do you still want to miss it? Find this book and read it from at this point!
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