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Over a career spanning American history from the 1880s to the 1950s, John Dewey sought not only to forge
a persuasive argument for his conviction that "democracy is freedom" but also to realize his democratic
ideals through political activism. Widely considered modern America's most important philosopher, Dewey
made his views known both through his writings and through such controversial episodes as his leadership of
educational reform at the turn of the century; his support of American intervention in World War I and his
leading role in the Outlawry of War movement after the war; and his participation in both radical and anti-
communist politics in the 1930s and 40s.

Robert B. Westbrook reconstructs the evolution of Dewey's thought and practice in this masterful intellectual
biography, combining readings of his major works with an engaging account of key chapters in his activism.
Westbrook pays particular attention to the impact upon Dewey of conversations and debates with
contemporaries from William James and Reinhold Niebuhr to Jane Addams and Leon Trotsky. Countering
prevailing interpretations of Dewey's contribution to the ideology of American liberalism, he discovers a
more unorthodox Dewey—a deviant within the liberal community who was steadily radicalized by his
profound faith in participatory democracy.

Anyone concerned with the nature of democracy and the future of liberalism in America—including
educators, moral and social philosophers, social scientists, political theorists, and intellectual and cultural
historians—will find John Dewey and American Democracy indispensable reading.
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From reader reviews:

Margaret Williams:

Have you spare time for any day? What do you do when you have far more or little spare time? That's why,
you can choose the suitable activity intended for spend your time. Any person spent their very own spare
time to take a wander, shopping, or went to the actual Mall. How about open or perhaps read a book titled
John Dewey and American Democracy (Cornell Paperbacks)? Maybe it is to be best activity for you. You
know beside you can spend your time using your favorite's book, you can cleverer than before. Do you agree
with it has the opinion or you have various other opinion?

Tawny Morgenstern:

Book will be written, printed, or illustrated for everything. You can know everything you want by a reserve.
Book has a different type. As we know that book is important issue to bring us around the world. Beside that
you can your reading proficiency was fluently. A publication John Dewey and American Democracy
(Cornell Paperbacks) will make you to be smarter. You can feel far more confidence if you can know about
anything. But some of you think that open or reading some sort of book make you bored. It is not make you
fun. Why they can be thought like that? Have you looking for best book or suited book with you?

Luz Davis:

Often the book John Dewey and American Democracy (Cornell Paperbacks) will bring someone to the new
experience of reading some sort of book. The author style to elucidate the idea is very unique. In case you try
to find new book to see, this book very appropriate to you. The book John Dewey and American Democracy
(Cornell Paperbacks) is much recommended to you to study. You can also get the e-book in the official web
site, so you can more easily to read the book.

Bertha Chang:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray a person, why because this John Dewey and American Democracy
(Cornell Paperbacks) publication written by well-known writer who really knows well how to make book
which can be understand by anyone who else read the book. Written inside good manner for you, still
dripping wet every ideas and publishing skill only for eliminate your personal hunger then you still
uncertainty John Dewey and American Democracy (Cornell Paperbacks) as good book but not only by the
cover but also by the content. This is one publication that can break don't assess book by its handle, so do
you still needing another sixth sense to pick this particular!? Oh come on your looking at sixth sense already
told you so why you have to listening to another sixth sense.
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