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Since the 1950s, the Sierra Mazateca of Oaxaca, Mexico, has drawn a strange assortment of visitors and
pilgrims—schoolteachers and government workers, North American and European spelunkers exploring the
region's vast cave system, and counterculturalists from hippies (John Lennon and other celebrities
supposedly among them) to New Age seekers, all chasing a firsthand experience of transcendence and
otherness through the ingestion of psychedelic mushrooms "in context" with a Mazatec shaman. Over time,
this steady incursion of the outside world has significantly influenced the Mazatec sense of identity, giving
rise to an ongoing discourse about what it means to be "us" and "them."

In this highly original ethnography, Benjamin Feinberg investigates how different understandings of Mazatec
identity and culture emerge through talk that circulates within and among various groups, including
Mazatec-speaking businessmen, curers, peasants, intellectuals, anthropologists, bureaucrats, cavers, and
mushroom-seeking tourists. Specifically, he traces how these groups express their sense of culture and
identity through narratives about three nearby yet strange discursive "worlds"—the "magic world" of
psychedelic mushrooms and shamanic practices, the underground world of caves and its associated folklore
of supernatural beings and magical wealth, and the world of the past or the past/present relationship.
Feinberg's research refutes the notion of a static Mazatec identity now changed by contact with the outside
world, showing instead that identity forms at the intersection of multiple transnational discourses.
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From reader reviews:

Curtis Monahan:

The book with title The Devil's Book of Culture: History, Mushrooms, and Caves in Southern Mexico
posesses a lot of information that you can discover it. You can get a lot of gain after read this book. This
particular book exist new information the information that exist in this reserve represented the condition of
the world today. That is important to yo7u to be aware of how the improvement of the world. This specific
book will bring you throughout new era of the globalization. You can read the e-book in your smart phone,
so you can read that anywhere you want.

Adam Schneider:

Typically the book The Devil's Book of Culture: History, Mushrooms, and Caves in Southern Mexico has a
lot details on it. So when you make sure to read this book you can get a lot of benefit. The book was
published by the very famous author. The writer makes some research just before write this book. This
particular book very easy to read you can find the point easily after reading this article book.

Roger Borquez:

Playing with family in the park, coming to see the sea world or hanging out with pals is thing that usually
you might have done when you have spare time, in that case why you don't try factor that really opposite
from that. One activity that make you not experience tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you
have been ride on and with addition details. Even you love The Devil's Book of Culture: History,
Mushrooms, and Caves in Southern Mexico, you are able to enjoy both. It is fine combination right, you still
wish to miss it? What kind of hang type is it? Oh seriously its mind hangout folks. What? Still don't buy it,
oh come on its called reading friends.

Marylou Beauregard:

Many people spending their time by playing outside together with friends, fun activity together with family
or just watching TV 24 hours a day. You can have new activity to enjoy your whole day by examining a
book. Ugh, think reading a book can really hard because you have to use the book everywhere? It okay you
can have the e-book, bringing everywhere you want in your Mobile phone. Like The Devil's Book of
Culture: History, Mushrooms, and Caves in Southern Mexico which is getting the e-book version. So , why
not try out this book? Let's find.
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