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Chinese civilization first developed 5,000 years ago in North China along the middle and lower reaches of
the Yellow River. And the Y ellow River remained the center of Chinese civilization for the next 4,000 years.
Then athousand years ago, this changed. A thousand years ago, the center of Chinese civilization moved to
the Y angtze. And the Y angtze, not the Y ellow River, has remained the center of its civilization. A thousand
years ago, the Chinese came up with a name for this new center of its civilization. They called it Chiangnan,
meaning "South of the River," the river in question, of course, being the Y angtze. The Chinese still call this
region Chiangnan. Nowadays it includes the northern parts of Chekiang and Kiangsi provinces and the
southern parts of Anhui and Kiangsu. And some would even add the northern part of Hunan. But it’s not just
aregion on the map. It'saregion in the Chinese spirit. It's hard to put it into words. Ask a dozen Chinese
what “Chiangnan” means, and they’ll give you a dozen different answers. For some the word conjures
forests of pine and bamboo. For others, they envision hillsides of tea, or terraces of rice, or lakes of lotuses
and fish. Or they might imagine Zen monasteries, or Taoist temples, or artfully-constructed gardens, or mist-
shrouded peaks. Oddly enough, no one ever mentions the region’s cities, which include some of the largest
in the world. Somehow, whatever else it might mean to people, Chiangnan means a landscape, alandscape
and a culture defined by mist, alandscape and a culture that lacks the harder edges of the arid North.

In the Fall of 1991, Bill Porter decided to travel through this vaporous land, following the old post roads that
still connected its administrative centers and scenic wonders, its most famous hometowns and graves, its
factories and breweries, its dreamlike memories and its mist, and he was joined on this journey by his poet
and photographer friends, Finn Wilcox and Steve Johnson. South of the Y angtze is arecord in words and
black and white images of their trip.
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From reader reviews:
Ruth Haakenson:

Inside other case, little individuals like to read book South of the Y angtze. Y ou can choose the best book if
you like reading a book. Given that we know about how is important some sort of book South of the

Y angtze. Y ou can add knowledge and of course you can around the world by just a book. Absolutely right,
because from book you can learn everything! From your country until foreign or abroad you will find
yourself known. About simple matter until wonderful thing you are able to know that. In this era, you can
open abook or even searching by internet device. It is called e-book. Y ou should use it when you feel weary
to go to thelibrary. Let's go through.

George Foulds:

This book untitled South of the Y angtze to be one of several books this best seller in this year, that's because
when you read this e-book you can get alot of benefit into it. Y ou will easily to buy this kind of book in the
book store or you can order it through online. The publisher in this book sells the e-book too. It makes you
quickly to read this book, because you can read this book in your Cell phone. So there is no reason to you to
past this reserve from your list.

Michael Roberts:

A lot of people always spent their free time to vacation or even go to the outside with them loved ones or
their friend. Do you know? Many alot of people spent many people free time just watching TV, or maybe
playing video games all day long. If you wish to try to find a new activity honestly, that islook different you
can read some sort of book. It isreally fun for you. If you enjoy the book that you read you can spent the
entire day to reading a guide. The book South of the Yangtzeit is quite good to read. There are alot of
people who recommended this book. We were holding enjoying reading this book. In case you did not have
enough space to bring this book you can buy the actual e-book. Y ou can mQore very easily to read this book
through your smart phone. The price is not to cover but this book features high quality.

Victor Hubbard:

E-book is one of source of knowledge. We can add our knowledge from it. Not only for students but
additionally native or citizen need book to know the update information of year for you to year. As we know
those textbooks have many advantages. Beside most of us add our knowledge, may also bring us to around
the world. With the book South of the Y angtze we can take more advantage. Don't you to be creative people?
For being creative person must love to read a book. Just choose the best book that suitable with your aim.
Don't possibly be doubt to change your life by this book South of the Yangtze. Y ou can more appealing than
now.
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