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Constituting what may be the most impressive research to date of state supreme court records, Slavery, the
Civil Law, and the Supreme Court of Louisiana analyzes the evolution of Louisiana's slave laws from the
territorial period to the Civil War. Over the course of four years, Judith Kelleher Schafer examined the
original handwritten decisions (only recently made available) of the Louisiana Supreme Court, scrutinizing
1,200 appeals involving slaves as plaintiffs, defendants, or objects in lawsuits or criminal actions. The result
is the first book-length study of those manuscripts and the first study of any state's slave law and its courts to
use original case records from the entire antebellum era. Louisiana's legal system was unique among those of
southern slave states in that it embodied a legacy of French, Spanish, and thus, indirectly, Roman law.
However, through repeated exposure to common-law tenets over time - a development Schafer
tracesLouisiana law became more "Americanized, " so that by the dawn of the Civil War it was in many
respects very similar to that of other states seceding from the Union. Louisiana was unusual also in that its
highest court was required to hear virtually every case brought to it on appeal. Decisions of that body,
therefore, represent not merely a few landmark cases but a spectrum of typical parish- and district-court
cases, many of which include vivid details about the day-to-day realities of slavery and the world that
formed, and was formed by, that institution. Schafer presents numerous concise case histories, stories that are
fascinating and at times heartbreaking in the particulars they reveal about slaves' existence. We see how the
courtcontinually wrestled with the paradox that slaves were considered by the law to be at once persons and
property. Property considerations usually won out: even cases involving the abuse or killing of slaves often
came before the court as civil matters rather than criminal. Slavery, the Ci
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From reader reviews:

Agnes Shivers:

Book is to be different for each grade. Book for children right up until adult are different content. We all
know that that book is very important for us. The book Slavery, the Civil Law, and the Supreme Court of
Louisiana has been making you to know about other understanding and of course you can take more
information. It doesn't matter what advantages for you. The e-book Slavery, the Civil Law, and the Supreme
Court of Louisiana is not only giving you more new information but also to be your friend when you
experience bored. You can spend your spend time to read your book. Try to make relationship while using
book Slavery, the Civil Law, and the Supreme Court of Louisiana. You never experience lose out for
everything when you read some books.

Edward Florez:

Playing with family in the park, coming to see the sea world or hanging out with friends is thing that usually
you will have done when you have spare time, in that case why you don't try issue that really opposite from
that. A single activity that make you not sense tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you have
been ride on and with addition of information. Even you love Slavery, the Civil Law, and the Supreme Court
of Louisiana, it is possible to enjoy both. It is excellent combination right, you still would like to miss it?
What kind of hangout type is it? Oh come on its mind hangout men. What? Still don't understand it, oh come
on its known as reading friends.

Emilie Lechner:

This Slavery, the Civil Law, and the Supreme Court of Louisiana is great reserve for you because the content
that is certainly full of information for you who also always deal with world and also have to make decision
every minute. This book reveal it info accurately using great plan word or we can claim no rambling
sentences inside it. So if you are read that hurriedly you can have whole facts in it. Doesn't mean it only
offers you straight forward sentences but difficult core information with splendid delivering sentences.
Having Slavery, the Civil Law, and the Supreme Court of Louisiana in your hand like keeping the world in
your arm, details in it is not ridiculous 1. We can say that no publication that offer you world inside ten or
fifteen small right but this publication already do that. So , this really is good reading book. Hey Mr. and
Mrs. occupied do you still doubt that will?

Victor McDowell:

This Slavery, the Civil Law, and the Supreme Court of Louisiana is new way for you who has curiosity to
look for some information given it relief your hunger details. Getting deeper you on it getting knowledge
more you know or perhaps you who still having tiny amount of digest in reading this Slavery, the Civil Law,
and the Supreme Court of Louisiana can be the light food for you because the information inside this kind of
book is easy to get through anyone. These books develop itself in the form that is certainly reachable by



anyone, yep I mean in the e-book application form. People who think that in e-book form make them feel
sleepy even dizzy this guide is the answer. So there is no in reading a book especially this one. You can find
what you are looking for. It should be here for an individual. So , don't miss the item! Just read this e-book
variety for your better life as well as knowledge.
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