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Epidemiologists are braced for the big one: the strain of flu that rivals the pandemic of 1918-1919, which
killed at least 20 million people worldwide. In recent years, we have experienced scares with a host of new
influenza viruses: bird flu, swine flu, Spanish flu, Hong Kong flu, H5N1, and most recently, H5N7. While
these diseases appear to emerge from thin air, in fact, human activity is driving them. And the problem is not
just flu, but a series of rapidly evolving and dangerous modern plagues.

According to veterinarian and journalist Mark Walters, we are contributing to-if not overtly causing-some of
the scariest epidemics of our time. Through human stories and cutting-edge science, Walters explores the
origins of seven diseases: mad cow disease, HIV/AIDS, Salmonella DT104, Lyme disease, hantavirus, West
Nile, and new strains of flu. He shows that they originate from manipulation of the environment, from
emitting carbon and clear-cutting forests to feeding naturally herbivorous cows "recycled animal protein."

    

Since Walters first drew attention to these "ecodemics" in 2003 with the publication of Six Modern Plagues,
much has been learned about how they developed. In this new, fully updated edition, the author presents
research that precisely pinpoints the origins of HIV, confirms the link between forest fragmentation and
increased risk of Lyme disease, and expands knowledge of the ecology of West Nile virus.

    

He also explores developments in emerging diseases, including a new chapter on flu, examining the first
influenza pandemic since the Hong Kong flu of 1968; a new tick-borne infection in the Mid-West; a second
novel bird flu in China; and yet a new SARS-like virus in the Middle East.

    

Readers will not only learn how these diseases emerged but the conditions that make future pandemics more
likely. This knowledge is critical in order to prevent the next modern plague.
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From reader reviews:

David Russell:

With other case, little men and women like to read book Seven Modern Plagues: and How We Are Causing
Them. You can choose the best book if you love reading a book. Provided that we know about how is
important some sort of book Seven Modern Plagues: and How We Are Causing Them. You can add
expertise and of course you can around the world with a book. Absolutely right, since from book you can
understand everything! From your country till foreign or abroad you can be known. About simple factor until
wonderful thing you could know that. In this era, you can open a book or searching by internet device. It is
called e-book. You should use it when you feel bored to go to the library. Let's go through.

Maria Blanco:

Book is actually written, printed, or highlighted for everything. You can recognize everything you want by a
e-book. Book has a different type. To be sure that book is important issue to bring us around the world.
Beside that you can your reading skill was fluently. A guide Seven Modern Plagues: and How We Are
Causing Them will make you to become smarter. You can feel far more confidence if you can know about
anything. But some of you think which open or reading any book make you bored. It is far from make you
fun. Why they are often thought like that? Have you searching for best book or appropriate book with you?

Charles Whittaker:

Do you have something that you enjoy such as book? The publication lovers usually prefer to opt for book
like comic, short story and the biggest an example may be novel. Now, why not attempting Seven Modern
Plagues: and How We Are Causing Them that give your enjoyment preference will be satisfied by means of
reading this book. Reading behavior all over the world can be said as the means for people to know world
much better then how they react when it comes to the world. It can't be stated constantly that reading
addiction only for the geeky man but for all of you who wants to always be success person. So , for all of you
who want to start reading as your good habit, you are able to pick Seven Modern Plagues: and How We Are
Causing Them become your own personal starter.

Ivan Dinkel:

Some people said that they feel fed up when they reading a book. They are directly felt it when they get a
half regions of the book. You can choose typically the book Seven Modern Plagues: and How We Are
Causing Them to make your reading is interesting. Your skill of reading talent is developing when you just
like reading. Try to choose basic book to make you enjoy to study it and mingle the sensation about book and
looking at especially. It is to be first opinion for you to like to available a book and examine it. Beside that
the e-book Seven Modern Plagues: and How We Are Causing Them can to be your new friend when you're
really feel alone and confuse with what must you're doing of this time.
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