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Is management a profession? Should it be? Can it be? This major work of social and intellectual history
reveals how such questions have driven business education and shaped American management and society
for more than a century. The book is also a call for reform. Rakesh Khurana shows that university-based
business schools were founded to train a professional class of managers in the mold of doctors and lawyers
but have effectively retreated from that goal, leaving a gaping moral hole at the center of business education
and perhaps in management itself.

Khurana begins in the late nineteenth century, when members of an emerging managerial elite, seeking
social status to match the wealth and power they had accrued, began working with major universities to
establish graduate business education programs paralleling those for medicine and law. Constituting business
as a profession, however, required codifying the knowledge relevant for practitioners and developing
enforceable standards of conduct. Khurana, drawing on a rich set of archival material from business schools,
foundations, and academic associations, traces how business educators confronted these challenges with
varying strategies during the Progressive era and the Depression, the postwar boom years, and recent decades
of freewheeling capitalism.

Today, Khurana argues, business schools have largely capitulated in the battle for professionalism and have
become merely purveyors of a product, the MBA, with students treated as consumers. Professional and
moral ideals that once animated and inspired business schools have been conquered by a perspective that
managers are merely agents of shareholders, beholden only to the cause of share profits. According to
Khurana, we should not thus be surprised at the rise of corporate malfeasance. The time has come, he
concludes, to rejuvenate intellectually and morally the training of our future business leaders.
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From reader reviews:

Donna Jennings:

Book is to be different for every grade. Book for children till adult are different content. As you may know
that book is very important usually. The book From Higher Aims to Hired Hands: The Social Transformation
of American Business Schools and the Unfulfilled Promise of Management as a Profession has been making
you to know about other know-how and of course you can take more information. It is quite advantages for
you. The e-book From Higher Aims to Hired Hands: The Social Transformation of American Business
Schools and the Unfulfilled Promise of Management as a Profession is not only giving you a lot more new
information but also to get your friend when you truly feel bored. You can spend your current spend time to
read your guide. Try to make relationship with the book From Higher Aims to Hired Hands: The Social
Transformation of American Business Schools and the Unfulfilled Promise of Management as a Profession.
You never experience lose out for everything when you read some books.

Leticia Cantrell:

This book untitled From Higher Aims to Hired Hands: The Social Transformation of American Business
Schools and the Unfulfilled Promise of Management as a Profession to be one of several books which best
seller in this year, honestly, that is because when you read this e-book you can get a lot of benefit into it. You
will easily to buy this specific book in the book retail outlet or you can order it by way of online. The
publisher of this book sells the e-book too. It makes you easier to read this book, because you can read this
book in your Cell phone. So there is no reason for you to past this book from your list.

Louise Rosenbaum:

Reading can called head hangout, why? Because when you find yourself reading a book especially book
entitled From Higher Aims to Hired Hands: The Social Transformation of American Business Schools and
the Unfulfilled Promise of Management as a Profession your mind will drift away trough every dimension,
wandering in each aspect that maybe not known for but surely might be your mind friends. Imaging just
about every word written in a book then become one web form conclusion and explanation that maybe you
never get ahead of. The From Higher Aims to Hired Hands: The Social Transformation of American
Business Schools and the Unfulfilled Promise of Management as a Profession giving you an additional
experience more than blown away your brain but also giving you useful details for your better life with this
era. So now let us show you the relaxing pattern is your body and mind will probably be pleased when you
are finished reading through it, like winning a game. Do you want to try this extraordinary spending spare
time activity?

Maria Holder:

Don't be worry should you be afraid that this book will filled the space in your house, you will get it in e-



book means, more simple and reachable. This particular From Higher Aims to Hired Hands: The Social
Transformation of American Business Schools and the Unfulfilled Promise of Management as a Profession
can give you a lot of friends because by you taking a look at this one book you have point that they don't and
make you actually more like an interesting person. This specific book can be one of a step for you to get
success. This publication offer you information that maybe your friend doesn't understand, by knowing more
than additional make you to be great individuals. So , why hesitate? Let us have From Higher Aims to Hired
Hands: The Social Transformation of American Business Schools and the Unfulfilled Promise of
Management as a Profession.
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