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Ventriloguism, the art of "seeming to speak where oneis not", speaks so resonantly to our contemporary
technological condition. We now think nothing of hearing voices--our own and others--propelled over
intercoms, cellphones, and answering machines. Y et, why can none of us hear our own recorded voice
without wincing? Why is the telephone still full of such spookiness and erotic possibility? And why does the
magician's trick of speaking through a dummy entertain as well as disturb us? These are the kind of questions
which impel Dumbstruck, Steven Connor's wide-ranging, relentlessly inquisitive history of ventriloguism
and the disembodied voice.

Connor follows his subject from its early beginningsin ancient Israel and Greece, through the outcries of
early Christian writers against the unholy (and, they believed, obscenely produced) practices of pagan
divination. Surprisingly, he finds that women like the sibyls of Delphi were the key voices in these male-
dominated times. Connor then turns to the aberrations of the voice in mysticism, witchcraft and possession,
and the strange cultural obsession with the vagrant figure of the ventriloquist, newly conceived as male
rather than female, that flourished during the Enlightenment. He retells the stories of some of the most
popular and versatile ventriloquists and polyphonists of the nineteenth century, and investigates the survival
of ventriloquial delusions and desiresin spiritualism and the 'vocalic uncanny' of technologies like the
telephone, radio, film, and the internet.

Brimming with anecdote and insight, Dumbstruck is a provocative archeology of a seemingly trivial yet
profoundly relevant presence in human history. Its pages overflow with virtuoso philosophical and
psychological reflections on the problems and astonishments, the raptures and absurdities of the unhoused
voice.
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From reader reviews:
Anthony Rodriguez:

What do you concentrate on book? It is just for students since they're still students or the ideafor all people
in the world, the particular best subject for that? Just simply you can be answered for that problem above.
Every person has various personality and hobby for each other. Don't to be forced someone or something that
they don't want do that. Y ou must know how great in addition to important the book Dumbstruck: A Cultural
History of Ventriloquism. All type of book could you see on many solutions. Y ou can look for the internet
solutions or other social media.

Debra Dur so:

This Dumbstruck: A Cultural History of Ventriloquism is great e-book for you because the content that is
certainly full of information for you who always deal with world and still have to make decision every
minute. This particular book reveal it data accurately using great coordinate word or we can say no rambling
sentencesinside. So if you are read this hurriedly you can have whole detailsin it. Doesn't mean it only will
give you straight forward sentences but difficult core information with wonderful delivering sentences.
Having Dumbstruck: A Cultural History of Ventriloquism in your hand like getting the world in your arm,
info initisnot ridiculous one particular. We can say that no reserve that offer you world throughout ten or
fifteen minute right but this book already do that. So, thisreally is good reading book. Hey Mr. and Mrs.
occupied do you still doubt which?

Catherine Hudson:

Many people spending their period by playing outside along with friends, fun activity with family or just
watching TV all day every day. Y ou can have new activity to invest your whole day by reading through a
book. Ugh, you think reading a book can definitely hard because you have to bring the book everywhere? It
ok you can have the e-book, taking everywhere you want in your Touch screen phone. Like Dumbstruck: A
Cultural History of Ventriloquism which is getting the e-book version. So , why not try out this book? Let's
observe.

Timothy Rhine:

That reserve can make you to feel relax. Thiskind of book Dumbstruck: A Cultural History of Ventriloquism
was colourful and of course has pictures around. Aswe know that book Dumbstruck: A Cultural History of
Ventriloquism has many kinds or genre. Start from kids until young adults. For example Naruto or Private
investigator Conan you can read and think you are the character on there. Therefore not at all of book are
usually make you bored, any it makes you feel happy, fun and loosen up. Try to choose the best book for you
personally and try to like reading this.
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