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This volume contains a translation into English of Averroes's Middle Commentary on Aristotle's Poetics, an
introduction to the translation in which the arguments of both Averroes and Aristotle are sketch out and their
differences from Plato and other important thinkers explored, an outline analysis of the order of Averroes's
commentary, annotations to the text, a bibliography, and a glossary of important terms with their English
translations.

Aristotle's Poetics has held the attention of scholars and authors through the ages, and Averroes has long
been known as "the commentator" on Aristotle. His Middle Commentary on Aristotle's Poetics is important
because of its striking content. Here, an author steeped in Aristotle's thought and highly familiar with an
entirely different poetical tradition shows in careful detail what is commendable about Greek poetics and
commendable as well as blameworthy about Arabic poetics.

Heretofore, non-Arabic readers have had to depend upon Hermannus Alemannus's Latin translation of
Averroes's Middle Commentary or on its English version. Both are inadequate. They incorrectly render
Averroes's various arguments and make his beautiful poetic citations read like doggerel. Moreover, they
provide inaccurate and incomplete information about the sources of those citations and consequently portray
Averroes's text as a curious compilation of relics from some exotic but not very learned horde.

The present translation is based on a sound, critical Arabic edition prepared by the translator. Not only is it
the first English translation from the Arabic original, but also the first translation of the Arabic text into any
language other than medieval Hebrew or Latin. The translation is literal and eloquent, albeit more literal
when eloquent when sense demands such a sacrifice. Throughout the commentary, the same English word is
used for the same Arabic word unless an exception is noted. The renditions of the poetic citations are
somewhat freer without reaching to unwarranted innovations.

Questions leading to a more accurate grasp of Averroes's argument are explored in the introduction, and the
basic themes of his interpretation of Aristotle are laid bare. Thus, Butterworth takes issue with many of the
prevalent beliefs about medieval Arabic poetics and explores the philosophical contention that poetry
belongs to the art of logic. In doing so, he also points to the way that position allows both Averroes and
Aristotle to revise Plato's attack on poetry and the significance of their revision.
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From reader reviews:

Robert Stratton:

Do you have favorite book? For those who have, what is your favorite's book? Publication is very important
thing for us to understand everything in the world. Each reserve has different aim or goal; it means that
reserve has different type. Some people truly feel enjoy to spend their time for you to read a book. They are
really reading whatever they consider because their hobby is reading a book. Consider the person who don't
like looking at a book? Sometime, person feel need book once they found difficult problem or exercise.
Well, probably you should have this Averroes' Middle Commentary on Aristotle's Poetics.

Joseph Woodruff:

Nowadays reading books are more than want or need but also get a life style. This reading habit give you lot
of advantages. Associate programs you got of course the knowledge the particular information inside the
book which improve your knowledge and information. The details you get based on what kind of guide you
read, if you want get more knowledge just go with schooling books but if you want really feel happy read
one along with theme for entertaining for example comic or novel. The actual Averroes' Middle Commentary
on Aristotle's Poetics is kind of book which is giving the reader capricious experience.

Catherine Poppe:

The book untitled Averroes' Middle Commentary on Aristotle's Poetics is the guide that recommended to
you you just read. You can see the quality of the book content that will be shown to an individual. The
language that writer use to explained their way of doing something is easily to understand. The copy writer
was did a lot of study when write the book, therefore the information that they share for your requirements is
absolutely accurate. You also might get the e-book of Averroes' Middle Commentary on Aristotle's Poetics
from the publisher to make you more enjoy free time.

Sherry Clark:

That e-book can make you to feel relax. This specific book Averroes' Middle Commentary on Aristotle's
Poetics was multi-colored and of course has pictures on there. As we know that book Averroes' Middle
Commentary on Aristotle's Poetics has many kinds or genre. Start from kids until youngsters. For example
Naruto or Private eye Conan you can read and believe that you are the character on there. Therefore not at all
of book tend to be make you bored, any it makes you feel happy, fun and rest. Try to choose the best book
for you personally and try to like reading this.
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