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A riveting account of the role of Americans in the evolution of the Tokyo underworld in the years since
1945.

In the ashes of postwar Japan lay a gold mine for certain opportunistic, expatriate Americans.  Addicted to
the volatile energy of Tokyo's freewheeling underworld, they formed ever-shifting but ever-profitable
alliances with warring Japanese and Korean gangsters.  At the center of this world was Nick Zappetti, an ex-
marine from New York City who arrived in Tokyo in 1945, and whose restaurant soon became the rage
throughout the city and the chief watering hole for celebrities, diplomats, sports figures, and mobsters.

Tokyo Underworld chronicles the half-century rise and fall of the fortunes of Zappetti and his comrades,
drawing parallels to the great shift of wealth from America to Japan in the late 1980s and the changes in
Japanese society and U.S.-Japan relations that resulted.  In doing so, Whiting exposes Japan's extraordinary
"underground empire": a web of powerful alliances among crime bosses, corporate chairmen, leading
politicians, and public figures.  It is an amazing story told with a galvanizing blend of history and reportage.

From the Hardcover edition.
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From reader reviews:

Velma Stuart:

This Tokyo Underworld: The Fast Times and Hard Life of an American Gangster in Japan (Vintage
Departures) book is absolutely not ordinary book, you have it then the world is in your hands. The benefit
you have by reading this book is information inside this book incredible fresh, you will get details which is
getting deeper you actually read a lot of information you will get. That Tokyo Underworld: The Fast Times
and Hard Life of an American Gangster in Japan (Vintage Departures) without we realize teach the one who
studying it become critical in pondering and analyzing. Don't possibly be worry Tokyo Underworld: The
Fast Times and Hard Life of an American Gangster in Japan (Vintage Departures) can bring when you are
and not make your bag space or bookshelves' turn out to be full because you can have it in your lovely laptop
even phone. This Tokyo Underworld: The Fast Times and Hard Life of an American Gangster in Japan
(Vintage Departures) having fine arrangement in word along with layout, so you will not truly feel
uninterested in reading.

Irene Carpenter:

Do you certainly one of people who can't read satisfying if the sentence chained from the straightway, hold
on guys this kind of aren't like that. This Tokyo Underworld: The Fast Times and Hard Life of an American
Gangster in Japan (Vintage Departures) book is readable by means of you who hate the straight word style.
You will find the facts here are arrange for enjoyable examining experience without leaving also decrease
the knowledge that want to deliver to you. The writer of Tokyo Underworld: The Fast Times and Hard Life
of an American Gangster in Japan (Vintage Departures) content conveys prospect easily to understand by
lots of people. The printed and e-book are not different in the information but it just different available as it.
So , do you continue to thinking Tokyo Underworld: The Fast Times and Hard Life of an American Gangster
in Japan (Vintage Departures) is not loveable to be your top checklist reading book?

John Casper:

Often the book Tokyo Underworld: The Fast Times and Hard Life of an American Gangster in Japan
(Vintage Departures) has a lot associated with on it. So when you make sure to read this book you can get a
lot of benefit. The book was published by the very famous author. The writer makes some research ahead of
write this book. That book very easy to read you may get the point easily after looking over this book.

Ronald Kleiman:

Are you kind of busy person, only have 10 or even 15 minute in your moment to upgrading your mind skill
or thinking skill also analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book as compared to can
satisfy your short space of time to read it because this all time you only find e-book that need more time to
be go through. Tokyo Underworld: The Fast Times and Hard Life of an American Gangster in Japan
(Vintage Departures) can be your answer mainly because it can be read by you who have those short time



problems.
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