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In just over a hundred years--from the death of Muhammad in 632 to the beginning of the Abbasid Caliphate
in 750--the followers of the Prophet swept across the whole of the Middle East, North Africa, and Spain.
Their armies threatened states as far flung as the Franks in Western Europe and the Tang Empire in China.
The conquered territory was larger than the Roman Empire at its greatest expansion, and it was claimed for
the Arabsin roughly half the time. How this collection of Arabian tribes was able to engulf so many empires,
states, and armies in such a short period has perplexed historians for centuries. Most accounts of the Arab
invasions have been based aimost solely on the early Muslim sources, which were composed centuries later
toillustrate the divinely chosen status of the Arabs. Robert Hoylands groundbreaking new history assimilates
not only the rich biographical information of the early Muslim sources but also the many non-Arabic
sources, contemporaneous or near-contemporaneous with the conquests. In Gods Path begins with a broad
picture of the Late Antique world prior to the Prophets arrival, a world dominated by two superpowers:
Byzantium and Sasanian Persia. In between these empires, emerged a distinct Arabian identity, which hel ped
forge the inhabitants of western Arabiainto a formidable fighting force. The Arabs are the principal actorsin
this dramayet, as Hoyland shows, the peoples along the edges of Byzantium and Persia--the Khazars,
Bulgars, Avars, and Turks--all played critical roles in the remaking of the old world order. The new faith
propagated by Muhammad and his successors made it possible for many of the conquered peoplesto join the
Arabsin creating the first Islamic Empire. Well-paced, comprehensive, and eminently readable, In Gods
Path presents a sweeping narrative of a transformational period in world history.
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From reader reviews:
Christopher Patton:

This In Gods Path: The Arab Conquests and the Creation of an Islamic Empire (Ancient Warfare and
Civilization) tend to be reliable for you who want to certainly be a successful person, why. The main reason
of this In Gods Path: The Arab Conquests and the Creation of an Islamic Empire (Ancient Warfare and
Civilization) can be one of the great books you must have is definitely giving you more than just simple
looking at food but feed you actually with information that possibly will shock your before knowledge. This
book will be handy, you can bring it everywhere and whenever your conditions at e-book and printed people.
Beside that this In Gods Path: The Arab Conquests and the Creation of an Islamic Empire (Ancient Warfare
and Civilization) giving you an enormous of experience such as rich vocabulary, giving you trial of critical
thinking that we realize it useful in your day action. So, let'shaveit and revel in reading.

Nicole Rockwood:

Hey guys, do you desires to finds a new book to read? May be the book with the headline In Gods Path: The
Arab Conquests and the Creation of an Islamic Empire (Ancient Warfare and Civilization) suitable to you?
Typically the book was written by famous writer in this era. The particular book untitled In Gods Path: The
Arab Conquests and the Creation of an Islamic Empire (Ancient Warfare and Civilization)is one of several
books which everyone read now. That book was inspired many men and women in the world. When you
read this book you will enter the new shape that you ever know prior to. The author explained their plan in
the simple way, consequently all of people can easily to understand the core of this publication. This book
will give you agreat deal of information about this world now. So you can see the represented of the world
on this book.

Anthony Tipton:

Aswe know that book is very important thing to add our expertise for everything. By a publication we can
know everything we wish. A book is arange of written, printed, illustrated or perhaps blank sheet. Every
year seemed to be exactly added. This book In Gods Path: The Arab Conquests and the Creation of an
Islamic Empire (Ancient Warfare and Civilization) was filled concerning science. Spend your freetimeto
add your knowledge about your science competence. Some people has several feel when they reading some
sort of book. If you know how big benefit from a book, you can really feel enjoy to read a publication. In the
modern eralike now, many waysto get book that you just wanted.

Annie Rose:

Asascholar exactly feel bored to be able to reading. If their teacher asked them to go to the library or to
make summary for some publication, they are complained. Just very little students that has reading's heart
and soul or real their pastime. They just do what the educator want, like asked to the library. They go to
presently there but nothing reading very seriously. Any students feel that studying is not important, boring



and also can't see colorful photographs on there. Yeah, it isfor being complicated. Book is very important
for you. Aswe know that on this period of time, many ways to get whatever we would like. Likewise word
says, ways to reach Chinese's country. So , this In Gods Path: The Arab Conquests and the Creation of an
Islamic Empire (Ancient Warfare and Civilization) can make you truly feel more interested to read.
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