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A humorous and moving coming-of-age story that brings a unique, not-quite-outsider’s perspective to
China’s shift from ancient empire to modern superpower
 
Raised in a strict Chinese-American household in the suburbs, Val Wang dutifully got good grades, took
piano lessons, and performed in a Chinese dance troupe—until she shaved her head and became a leftist, the
stuff of many teenage rebellions. But Val’s true mutiny was when she moved to China, the land her parents
had fled before the Communist takeover in 1949.
 
Val arrives in Beijing in 1998 expecting to find freedom but instead lives in the old city with her traditional
relatives, who wake her at dawn with the sound of a state-run television program playing next to her cot,
make a running joke of how much she eats, and monitor her every move. But outside, she soon discovers a
city rebelling against its roots just as she is, struggling too to find a new, modern identity. Rickshaws make
way for taxicabs, skyscrapers replace hutong courtyard houses, and Beijing prepares to make its debut on the
world stage with the 2008 Olympics. And in the gritty outskirts of the city where she moves, a thriving
avant-garde subculture is making art out of the chaos. Val plunges into the city’s dizzying culture and
nightlife and begins shooting a documentary, about a Peking Opera family who is witnessing the death of
their traditional art.
 
Brilliantly observed and winningly told, Beijing Bastard is a compelling story of a young woman finding her
place in the world and of China, as its ancient past gives way to a dazzling but uncertain future.
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From reader reviews:

Michael Moore:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important work, like
looking for your favorite e-book and reading a publication. Beside you can solve your short lived problem;
you can add your knowledge by the e-book entitled Beijing Bastard: Into the Wilds of a Changing China. Try
to make book Beijing Bastard: Into the Wilds of a Changing China as your good friend. It means that it can
being your friend when you sense alone and beside that course make you smarter than before. Yeah, it is
very fortuned for you. The book makes you more confidence because you can know almost everything by
the book. So , let me make new experience in addition to knowledge with this book.

Carlos Wesley:

This book untitled Beijing Bastard: Into the Wilds of a Changing China to be one of several books in which
best seller in this year, honestly, that is because when you read this publication you can get a lot of benefit on
it. You will easily to buy this particular book in the book retail store or you can order it through online. The
publisher of the book sells the e-book too. It makes you more readily to read this book, since you can read
this book in your Touch screen phone. So there is no reason to your account to past this book from your list.

Peggy Hardman:

People live in this new day of lifestyle always try and and must have the extra time or they will get large
amount of stress from both everyday life and work. So , whenever we ask do people have spare time, we will
say absolutely yes. People is human not a robot. Then we consult again, what kind of activity are you
experiencing when the spare time coming to you of course your answer will probably unlimited right. Then
do you try this one, reading guides. It can be your alternative within spending your spare time, typically the
book you have read is Beijing Bastard: Into the Wilds of a Changing China.

Frank Cockerham:

A lot of publication has printed but it is different. You can get it by world wide web on social media. You
can choose the best book for you, science, comedy, novel, or whatever through searching from it. It is
identified as of book Beijing Bastard: Into the Wilds of a Changing China. You can add your knowledge by
it. Without departing the printed book, it might add your knowledge and make you happier to read. It is most
crucial that, you must aware about e-book. It can bring you from one destination for a other place.
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