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Japanese has a term that covers both green and blue. Russian has separate terms for dark and light blue. Does
this mean that Russians perceive these colors differently from Japanese people? Does language control and
limit the way we think?

This short, opinionated book addresses the Sapir-Whorf hypothesis, which argues that the language we speak
shapes the way we perceive the world. Linguist John McWhorter argues that while this idea is mesmerizing,
it is plainly wrong. It is language that reflects culture and worldview, not the other way around. The fact that
a language has only one word for eat, drink, and smoke doesn't mean its speakers don't process the difference
between food and beverage, and those who use the same word for blue and green perceive those two colors
just as vividly as others do.

McWhorter shows not only how the idea of language as a lens fails but also why we want so badly to believe
it: we're eager to celebrate diversity by acknowledging the intelligence of peoples who may not think like we
do. Though well-intentioned, our belief in this idea poses an obstacle to a better understanding of human
nature and even trivializes the people we seek to celebrate. The reality -- that all humans think alike --
provides another, better way for us to acknowledge the intelligence of all peoples.
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From reader reviews:

Dorothy Shuler:

The book The Language Hoax: Why the World Looks the Same in Any Language gives you the sense of
being enjoy for your spare time. You can utilize to make your capable considerably more increase. Book can
for being your best friend when you getting stress or having big problem with the subject. If you can make
examining a book The Language Hoax: Why the World Looks the Same in Any Language for being your
habit, you can get far more advantages, like add your current capable, increase your knowledge about a
number of or all subjects. It is possible to know everything if you like open and read a e-book The Language
Hoax: Why the World Looks the Same in Any Language. Kinds of book are several. It means that, science
reserve or encyclopedia or some others. So , how do you think about this reserve?

June Hargrove:

This The Language Hoax: Why the World Looks the Same in Any Language tend to be reliable for you who
want to be a successful person, why. The reason of this The Language Hoax: Why the World Looks the
Same in Any Language can be among the great books you must have is giving you more than just simple
looking at food but feed anyone with information that perhaps will shock your preceding knowledge. This
book is definitely handy, you can bring it all over the place and whenever your conditions throughout the e-
book and printed people. Beside that this The Language Hoax: Why the World Looks the Same in Any
Language giving you an enormous of experience for example rich vocabulary, giving you demo of critical
thinking that could it useful in your day exercise. So , let's have it and enjoy reading.

David Reed:

A lot of people always spent all their free time to vacation or maybe go to the outside with them family or
their friend. Did you know? Many a lot of people spent many people free time just watching TV, or maybe
playing video games all day long. If you would like try to find a new activity here is look different you can
read the book. It is really fun for yourself. If you enjoy the book that you just read you can spent all day
every day to reading a reserve. The book The Language Hoax: Why the World Looks the Same in Any
Language it is rather good to read. There are a lot of people that recommended this book. These people were
enjoying reading this book. In case you did not have enough space to create this book you can buy typically
the e-book. You can m0ore simply to read this book from a smart phone. The price is not very costly but this
book provides high quality.

Daryl Sanders:

You could spend your free time to read this book this publication. This The Language Hoax: Why the World
Looks the Same in Any Language is simple to deliver you can read it in the park, in the beach, train and
soon. If you did not possess much space to bring the actual printed book, you can buy often the e-book. It is
make you easier to read it. You can save the particular book in your smart phone. Consequently there are a



lot of benefits that you will get when you buy this book.
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