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In The Human Potential for Peace: An Anthropological Challenge to Assumptions about War and Violence,
renowned anthropol ogist Douglas P. Fry shows how anthropol ogy--with its expansive time frame and
comparative orientation--can provide unique insights into the nature of war and the potential for peace.
Challenging the traditional view that humans are by nature primarily violent and warlike, Professor Fry
argues that along with the capacity for aggression humans also possess a strong ability to prevent, limit, and
resolve conflicts without violence. Raising philosophy of science issues, the author shows that cultural
beliefs asserting the inevitability of violence and war can bias our interpretations, affect our views of
ourselves, and may even blind us to the possihility of achieving security without war. Fry draws on datafrom
cultural anthropology, archaeology, and sociology as well as from behaviora ecology and evolutionary
biology to construct a biosocial argument that challenges a host of commonly held assumptions.

The Human Potential for Peace includes ethnographic examples from around the globe, findings from Fry's
research among the Zapotec of Mexico, and results of cross-cultural studies on warfare. In showing that
conflict resolution exists across cultures and by documenting the existence of numerous peaceful societies, it
demonstrates that dealing with conflict without violence is not merely a utopian dream. The book aso
explores several highly publicized and interesting controversies, including Freeman's critique of Margaret
Mead's writings on Samoan warfare; Napoleon Chagnon's claims about the Y anomamé; and ongoing
evolutionary debates about whether "hunter-gatherers" are peaceful or warlike. The Human Potential for
Peaceisideal for undergraduate coursesin political and legal anthropology, the anthropology of peace and
conflict, peace studies, political sociology, and the sociology of war and violence. Written in an informal
style with numerous entertaining examples, the book is also readily accessible to general readers.
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From reader reviews:
Eric Johnson:

What do you regarding book? It is not important along with you? Or just adding material when you require
something to explain what the ones you have problem? How about your time? Or are you busy particular
person? If you don't have spare time to do others business, it is gives you the sense of being bored faster.
And you have time? What did you do? Every individual has many questions above. They have to answer that
question due to the fact just their can do which. It said that about guide. Book isfamiliar in each person. Yes,
it is proper. Because start from on jardin de infancia until university need that The Human Potential for
Peace: An Anthropological Challenge to Assumptions about War and Violence to read.

Christopher Dixon:

Do you one of people who can't read satisfying if the sentence chained in the straightway, hold on guysthis
kind of aren't like that. This The Human Potential for Peace: An Anthropological Challenge to Assumptions
about War and Violence book is readable by means of you who hate those perfect word style. Y ou will find
the data here are arrange for enjoyable studying experience without leaving also decrease the knowledge that
want to give to you. The writer involving The Human Potential for Peace: An Anthropological Challenge to
Assumptions about War and Violence content conveys the thought easily to understand by many individuals.
The printed and e-book are not different in the content but it just different by means of it. So, do you till
thinking The Human Potential for Peace: An Anthropological Challenge to Assumptions about War and
Violenceis not loveable to be your top listing reading book?

Richard Starkes:

Y our reading sixth sense will not betray anyone, why because this The Human Potentia for Peace: An
Anthropological Challenge to Assumptions about War and Violence reserve written by well-known writer
we are excited for well how to make book that can be understand by anyone who read the book. Written with
good manner for you, still dripping wet every ideas and writing skill only for eliminate your own hunger then
you still hesitation The Human Potential for Peace: An Anthropological Challenge to Assumptions about
War and Violence as good book not only by the cover but also by the content. Thisis one book that can
break don't assess book by its cover, so do you still needing another sixth sense to pick this kind of!? Oh
come on your reading through sixth sense already said so why you have to listening to another sixth sense.

Donald Shelton:

Isit an individual who having spare time subsequently spend it whole day by means of watching television
programs or just laying on the bed? Do you need something new? This The Human Potential for Peace: An
Anthropological Challenge to Assumptions about War and Violence can be the respond to, oh how comes? A
book you know. Y ou are consequently out of date, spending your extratime by reading in this completely
new erais common not anerd activity. So what these textbooks have than the others?
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