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Focusing on Chicago and downstate Illinois politics during the incredibly oppressive decades between the
end of Reconstruction in 1877 and the election of Franklin Delano Roosevelt in 1932—a period that is often
described as the nadir of black life in America—Lisa Materson demonstrates the impact that migrating
southern black women had on midwestern and national politics, first in the Republican Party and later in the
Democratic Party.

Materson shows that as African American women migrated beyond the reach of southern white
supremacists, they became active voters, canvassers, suffragists, campaigners, and lobbyists, mobilizing to
elect representatives who would push for the enforcement of the Reconstruction Amendments in the South.
In so doing, black women kept alive a very distinct strain of Republican Party ideology that favored using
federal power to protect black citizenship rights. Materson also examines the Republican failure to enact
antilynching legislation, which began the move of black women toward the Democrats, and she discusses
women's embrace of the Democratic Party with the election of FDR in 1932.

For the Freedom of Her Race is an important contribution to the story of African American women's role in
electoral politics in the late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries, illuminating questions about voting
rights, electoral organization, and the struggles for racial and gender equality in the United States.
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From reader reviews:

Martin Phair:

Reading a book can be one of a lot of action that everyone in the world likes. Do you like reading book
therefore. There are a lot of reasons why people love it. First reading a book will give you a lot of new facts.
When you read a guide you will get new information mainly because book is one of a number of ways to
share the information or their idea. Second, examining a book will make you actually more imaginative.
When you reading through a book especially hype book the author will bring someone to imagine the story
how the characters do it anything. Third, you could share your knowledge to other people. When you read
this For the Freedom of Her Race: Black Women and Electoral Politics in Illinois, 1877-1932, it is possible
to tells your family, friends and soon about yours e-book. Your knowledge can inspire average, make them
reading a e-book.

Anthony Wood:

The book For the Freedom of Her Race: Black Women and Electoral Politics in Illinois, 1877-1932 has a lot
info on it. So when you read this book you can get a lot of advantage. The book was written by the very
famous author. The author makes some research ahead of write this book. This kind of book very easy to
read you can obtain the point easily after reading this article book.

Thanh Johnson:

For the Freedom of Her Race: Black Women and Electoral Politics in Illinois, 1877-1932 can be one of your
nice books that are good idea. We recommend that straight away because this guide has good vocabulary that
can increase your knowledge in words, easy to understand, bit entertaining but still delivering the
information. The copy writer giving his/her effort to set every word into satisfaction arrangement in writing
For the Freedom of Her Race: Black Women and Electoral Politics in Illinois, 1877-1932 although doesn't
forget the main point, giving the reader the hottest as well as based confirm resource information that maybe
you can be one of it. This great information may drawn you into new stage of crucial pondering.

Stanley Rivas:

Some individuals said that they feel fed up when they reading a guide. They are directly felt this when they
get a half elements of the book. You can choose the book For the Freedom of Her Race: Black Women and
Electoral Politics in Illinois, 1877-1932 to make your own reading is interesting. Your own personal skill of
reading proficiency is developing when you such as reading. Try to choose basic book to make you enjoy to
see it and mingle the idea about book and looking at especially. It is to be initial opinion for you to like to
open a book and study it. Beside that the guide For the Freedom of Her Race: Black Women and Electoral
Politics in Illinois, 1877-1932 can to be a newly purchased friend when you're sense alone and confuse with
the information must you're doing of that time.
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