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Enrique Granados (1867-1916) is one of the most compelling figures of the late-Romantic period in music.
During his return voyage to Spain after the premiere of his opera Goyescas at New York's Metropolitan
Opera in 1916, a German submarine torpedoed the ship on which he and his wife were sailing, and they
perished in the waters of the English Channel. His death was mourned on both sides of the Atlantic as a
stunning loss to the music world, for he had died at the pinnacle of his career, and his late works held the
promise of greater things to come.
Granados was among the leading pianists of his time, and his eloquence at the keyboard inspired critics to
dub him the "poet of the piano." In Enrique Granados: Poet of the Piano, Walter Aaron Clark offers the first
substantive study in English of this virtuoso pianist, composer, and music pedagogue. While providing
detailed analyses of his major works for voice, piano, and the stage, Clark argues that Granados's art
represented a unifying presence on the cultural landscape of Spain during a period of imperial decline,
political unrest, and economic transformation. Drawing on newly discovered documents, Clark explores the
cultural spheres in which Granados moved, particularly of Castile and Catalonia. Granados's best-known
music was inspired by the art of Francisco Goya, especially the Goyescas suite for solo piano that became
the basis for the opera. These pieces evoked the colorful and dramatic world that Goya inhabited and
depicted in his art. Granados's fascination with Goya's Madrid set him apart from fellow nationalists Alb?niz
and Falla, who drew their principal inspiration from Andalusia. Though he was resolutely apolitical,
Granados's attraction to Castile antagonized some Catalan nationalists, who resented Castilian domination.
Yet Granados also made important contributions to Catalan musical theater and was a prominent figure in
the modernist movement in Barcelona.
Clark also explores the personal pressures that shaped Granados's music. His passionate affair with a wealthy
socialite created domestic tensions, but it was also a source of inspiration for Goyescas. Persistent financial
difficulties forced him to devote time to teaching at the expense of composition, though as a result Granados
made considerable contributions to piano pedagogy and music education in Barcelona through the music
academy he founded there.
While Granados's tragic and early demise casts a pall over his life story, Clark ultimately reveals an artist of
remarkable versatility and individuality and sheds new light on his enduring significance.
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From reader reviews:

Pearl Sanders:

The book Enrique Granados: Poet of the Piano make one feel enjoy for your spare time. You can utilize to
make your capable considerably more increase. Book can to be your best friend when you getting pressure or
having big problem with the subject. If you can make looking at a book Enrique Granados: Poet of the Piano
to be your habit, you can get more advantages, like add your own capable, increase your knowledge about a
number of or all subjects. It is possible to know everything if you like open up and read a publication
Enrique Granados: Poet of the Piano. Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science guide or encyclopedia
or other individuals. So , how do you think about this publication?

Theodore Rios:

Here thing why this particular Enrique Granados: Poet of the Piano are different and trustworthy to be yours.
First of all reading through a book is good but it really depends in the content from it which is the content is
as delicious as food or not. Enrique Granados: Poet of the Piano giving you information deeper and different
ways, you can find any book out there but there is no publication that similar with Enrique Granados: Poet of
the Piano. It gives you thrill studying journey, its open up your own personal eyes about the thing in which
happened in the world which is perhaps can be happened around you. You can easily bring everywhere like
in recreation area, café, or even in your technique home by train. When you are having difficulties in
bringing the paper book maybe the form of Enrique Granados: Poet of the Piano in e-book can be your
substitute.

Christopher Patterson:

Reading a e-book can be one of a lot of action that everyone in the world adores. Do you like reading book
so. There are a lot of reasons why people like it. First reading a e-book will give you a lot of new data. When
you read a reserve you will get new information since book is one of several ways to share the information as
well as their idea. Second, reading a book will make a person more imaginative. When you looking at a book
especially fiction book the author will bring that you imagine the story how the people do it anything. Third,
you can share your knowledge to other people. When you read this Enrique Granados: Poet of the Piano, you
could tells your family, friends in addition to soon about yours guide. Your knowledge can inspire the
mediocre, make them reading a publication.

Eulalia Perry:

A lot of e-book has printed but it differs. You can get it by web on social media. You can choose the top
book for you, science, comic, novel, or whatever through searching from it. It is called of book Enrique
Granados: Poet of the Piano. Contain your knowledge by it. Without causing the printed book, it could add
your knowledge and make a person happier to read. It is most crucial that, you must aware about guide. It
can bring you from one destination to other place.
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