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George Herbert Mead, one of America’s most important and influential philosophers, a founder of
pragmatism, social psychology, and symbolic interactionism, was also a keen observer of American culture
and early modernism. In the period from the 1870s to 1895, Henry Northrup Castle maintained a
correspondence with family members and with Mead—his best friend at Oberlin College and brother-in-
law—that reveals many of the intellectual, economic, and cultural forces that shaped American thought in
that complex era. Close friends of John Dewey, Jane Addams, and other leading Chicago Progressives, the
author of these often intimate letters comments frankly on pivotal events affecting higher education,
developments at Oberlin College, Hawaii (where the Castles lived), progressivism, and the general angst that
many young intellectuals were experiencing in early modern America.

The letters, drawn from the Mead-Castle collection at the University of Chicago, were collected and edited
by Mead after the tragic death of Henry Castle in a shipping accident in the North Sea. Working with his
wife Helen Castle (one of Henry’s sisters), he privately published fifty copies of the letters to record an
important relationship and as an intellectual history of two progressive thinkers at the end of the nineteenth
century. American historians, such as Robert Crunden and Gary Cook, have noted the importance of the
letters to historians of the late nineteenth century.

The letters are made available here using the basic Mead text of 1902. Additional insights into the
connection between Mead, John Dewey, Henry and Harriet Castle, and Hawaii’s progressive kindergarten
system are provided by the foundation’s executive director Alfred L. Castle. Marvin Krislov, president of
Oberlin College, has added additional comments on the importance of the letters to understanding the
intellectual relationship that flourished at Oberlin College.

Published with the support of the Samuel N. and Mary Castle Foundation.
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From reader reviews:

Paul Hill:

The particular book The Collected Letters of Henry Northrup Castle will bring you to the new experience of
reading a new book. The author style to describe the idea is very unique. In case you try to find new book to
read, this book very ideal to you. The book The Collected Letters of Henry Northrup Castle is much
recommended to you to learn. You can also get the e-book through the official web site, so you can more
easily to read the book.

Teresa Hunter:

This The Collected Letters of Henry Northrup Castle is great e-book for you because the content and that is
full of information for you who also always deal with world and possess to make decision every minute. This
book reveal it data accurately using great manage word or we can declare no rambling sentences inside. So if
you are read that hurriedly you can have whole info in it. Doesn't mean it only provides you with straight
forward sentences but difficult core information with attractive delivering sentences. Having The Collected
Letters of Henry Northrup Castle in your hand like obtaining the world in your arm, details in it is not
ridiculous one. We can say that no book that offer you world in ten or fifteen tiny right but this guide already
do that. So , this is good reading book. Heya Mr. and Mrs. hectic do you still doubt which?

Stephanie Knowles:

Don't be worry if you are afraid that this book can filled the space in your house, you will get it in e-book
technique, more simple and reachable. This The Collected Letters of Henry Northrup Castle can give you a
lot of pals because by you considering this one book you have issue that they don't and make an individual
more like an interesting person. That book can be one of one step for you to get success. This e-book offer
you information that possibly your friend doesn't recognize, by knowing more than various other make you
to be great individuals. So , why hesitate? We should have The Collected Letters of Henry Northrup Castle.

Sandra Lester:

Do you like reading a publication? Confuse to looking for your best book? Or your book was rare? Why so
many concern for the book? But almost any people feel that they enjoy intended for reading. Some people
likes studying, not only science book but in addition novel and The Collected Letters of Henry Northrup
Castle or maybe others sources were given know-how for you. After you know how the truly amazing a
book, you feel want to read more and more. Science reserve was created for teacher or maybe students
especially. Those publications are helping them to increase their knowledge. In other case, beside science
publication, any other book likes The Collected Letters of Henry Northrup Castle to make your spare time
considerably more colorful. Many types of book like this.
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