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Puppets of Nostalgia is the first major work in any Western language to examine the ritual origins and
religious dimensions of puppetry in Japan. In a lucid and engaging style accessible to the general reader, Jane
Marie Law describes the "life, death, and rebirth" of awaji ningyo shibai, the unique form of puppet theater
of Awaji Island that has existed since the sixteenth century. Puppetry rites on Awaji helped to maintain rigid
ritual purity codes and to keep dangerous spiritual forces properly channeled and appeased. Law conducted
fieldwork on Awaji, located in Japan's Inland Sea, over a ten-year period. In addition to being a detailed
history and ethnography of this ritual tradition, Law's work is, at a theoretical level, a study of the process
and meaning of tradition formation, reformation, invention, and revitalization. It will interest scholars in a
number of fields, including the history of religions, anthropology, cultural studies, ritual and theater studies,
Japanese studies, and social history.

Focusing on the puppetry tradition of Awaji Island, Puppets of Nostalgia describes the activities of the
island's ritual puppeteers and includes the first English translation of their performance texts and detailed
descriptions of their rites. Because the author has lived on Awaji during extended periods of research, the
work includes fine attention to local detail and nuanced readings of religious currents in Japan that affect
popular religious expression. Illustrated throughout with rare photographs, the book provides an in-depth
view of a four-hundred-year-old tradition never so thoroughly revealed to Western readers.

Originally published in 1997.

The Princeton Legacy Library uses the latest print-on-demand technology to again make available
previously out-of-print books from the distinguished backlist of Princeton University Press. These paperback
editions preserve the original texts of these important books while presenting them in durable paperback
editions. The goal of the Princeton Legacy Library is to vastly increase access to the rich scholarly heritage
found in the thousands of books published by Princeton University Press since its founding in 1905.
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From reader reviews:

Robert Densmore:

The book Puppets of Nostalgia make one feel enjoy for your spare time. You may use to make your capable
far more increase. Book can to get your best friend when you getting anxiety or having big problem with the
subject. If you can make examining a book Puppets of Nostalgia being your habit, you can get considerably
more advantages, like add your current capable, increase your knowledge about a few or all subjects. You
could know everything if you like wide open and read a e-book Puppets of Nostalgia. Kinds of book are
several. It means that, science e-book or encyclopedia or some others. So , how do you think about this
book?

Enoch Dutton:

In this 21st centuries, people become competitive in every way. By being competitive today, people have do
something to make them survives, being in the middle of the actual crowded place and notice by means of
surrounding. One thing that often many people have underestimated the idea for a while is reading. Yes, by
reading a reserve your ability to survive boost then having chance to stay than other is high. To suit your
needs who want to start reading a new book, we give you this Puppets of Nostalgia book as beginner and
daily reading guide. Why, because this book is usually more than just a book.

Michael Marchant:

Information is provisions for anyone to get better life, information today can get by anyone on everywhere.
The information can be a information or any news even a problem. What people must be consider any time
those information which is inside the former life are difficult to be find than now is taking seriously which
one is acceptable to believe or which one often the resource are convinced. If you find the unstable resource
then you obtain it as your main information we will see huge disadvantage for you. All of those possibilities
will not happen throughout you if you take Puppets of Nostalgia as the daily resource information.

Harry Barnes:

Do you have something that you want such as book? The reserve lovers usually prefer to opt for book like
comic, short story and the biggest one is novel. Now, why not attempting Puppets of Nostalgia that give your
pleasure preference will be satisfied by simply reading this book. Reading behavior all over the world can be
said as the method for people to know world much better then how they react toward the world. It can't be
explained constantly that reading practice only for the geeky person but for all of you who wants to possibly
be success person. So , for all you who want to start examining as your good habit, you are able to pick
Puppets of Nostalgia become your own starter.
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