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The Panama Canal Treaties of 1977 were the most significant foreign policy achievement of the Carter
administration. Most Latin American nations had regarded the 1903 treaty and its later minor modifications
as vestiges of "American colonialism" and obstacles to any long-term, stable relationship with the United
States. Hence, at a time when conflicts were mushrooming in Central America, the significance of the new
Panama treaties cannot be overestimated.
Former Ambassador to Panama William J. Jorden has provided the definitive account of the long and often
contentious negotiations that produced those treaties. It is a vividly written reconstruction of the complicated
process that began in 1964 and ended with ratification of the new pacts in 1978. Based on his personal
involvement behind the scenes in the White House (1972–1974) and in the United States Embassy in
Panama (1974–1978), Jorden has produced a unique living history. Access to documents and the
personalities of both governments and, equally important, Jorden's personal recollections of participants on
both sides make this historical study an incomparable document of U. S. foreign relations.
Beyond the singular story of the treaties themselves—and how diplomats negotiate in the modern world—is
the rare description of how the United States deals with a major foreign policy problem. How does a
superpower cope with a tiny nation that happens to occupy a strategically critical position? And how does the
U. S. Senate face up to its constitutionally assigned power to "advise and consent"? Once treaties are
approved, does the House of Representatives help or hinder? Panama Odyssey also deals with another
crucial element in the shaping of policy—public opinion: how is it informed or led astray?
In sum, this is a history, a handbook on diplomacy, a course in government, and a revelation of foreign
policy in action, all based on a fascinating and controversial episode in the U. S. experience.
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From reader reviews:

Donald Taylor:

The book Panama Odyssey gives you the sense of being enjoy for your spare time. You can utilize to make
your capable more increase. Book can to be your best friend when you getting tension or having big problem
with your subject. If you can make reading through a book Panama Odyssey to get your habit, you can get a
lot more advantages, like add your own personal capable, increase your knowledge about a few or all
subjects. You could know everything if you like start and read a e-book Panama Odyssey. Kinds of book are
several. It means that, science guide or encyclopedia or other people. So , how do you think about this guide?

Albert Gilchrist:

Do you certainly one of people who can't read gratifying if the sentence chained inside straightway, hold on
guys this kind of aren't like that. This Panama Odyssey book is readable through you who hate those straight
word style. You will find the information here are arrange for enjoyable reading through experience without
leaving perhaps decrease the knowledge that want to supply to you. The writer involving Panama Odyssey
content conveys objective easily to understand by many individuals. The printed and e-book are not different
in the information but it just different available as it. So , do you continue to thinking Panama Odyssey is not
loveable to be your top list reading book?

Florence Taylor:

Often the book Panama Odyssey will bring you to the new experience of reading a new book. The author
style to elucidate the idea is very unique. When you try to find new book to study, this book very ideal to
you. The book Panama Odyssey is much recommended to you to learn. You can also get the e-book from the
official web site, so you can quickly to read the book.

Sophia Morrison:

In this period of time globalization it is important to someone to find information. The information will make
anyone to understand the condition of the world. The health of the world makes the information simpler to
share. You can find a lot of personal references to get information example: internet, magazine, book, and
soon. You can see that now, a lot of publisher in which print many kinds of book. Typically the book that
recommended to you is Panama Odyssey this e-book consist a lot of the information from the condition of
this world now. This kind of book was represented how can the world has grown up. The words styles that
writer make usage of to explain it is easy to understand. Often the writer made some study when he makes
this book. This is why this book appropriate all of you.
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