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Reacting to the rising numbers of mixed-blood (Spanish-Indian-Black African) people in its New Spain
colony, the eighteenth-century Bourbon government of Spain attempted to categorize and control its colonial
subjects through increasing social regulation of their bodies and the spaces they inhabited. The discourse of
calidad (status) and raza (lineage) on which the regulations were based also found expression in the visual
culture of New Spain, particularly in the unique genre of casta paintings, which purported to portray discrete
categories of mixed-blood plebeians.

Using an interdisciplinary approach that also considers legal, literary, and religious documents of the period,
Magali Carrera focuses on eighteenth-century portraiture and casta paintings to understand how the people
and spaces of New Spain were conceptualized and visualized. She explains how these visual practices
emphasized a seeming realism that constructed colonial bodies—elite and non-elite—as knowable and
visible. At the same time, however, she argues that the chaotic specificity of the lives and lived conditions in
eighteenth-century New Spain belied the illusion of social orderliness and totality narrated in its visual art.
Ultimately, she concludes, the inherent ambiguity of the colonial body and its spaces brought chaos to all
dreams of order.
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From reader reviews:

Mike Yerkes:

Book is to be different for every single grade. Book for children right up until adult are different content. As
we know that book is very important for people. The book Imagining Identity in New Spain: Race, Lineage,
and the Colonial Body in Portraiture and Casta Paintings (Joe R. and Teresa Lozano Long Series in Latin
American and L) has been making you to know about other expertise and of course you can take more
information. It doesn't matter what advantages for you. The e-book Imagining Identity in New Spain: Race,
Lineage, and the Colonial Body in Portraiture and Casta Paintings (Joe R. and Teresa Lozano Long Series in
Latin American and L) is not only giving you far more new information but also to get your friend when you
feel bored. You can spend your current spend time to read your reserve. Try to make relationship together
with the book Imagining Identity in New Spain: Race, Lineage, and the Colonial Body in Portraiture and
Casta Paintings (Joe R. and Teresa Lozano Long Series in Latin American and L). You never really feel lose
out for everything should you read some books.

Thomas Rasmussen:

Imagining Identity in New Spain: Race, Lineage, and the Colonial Body in Portraiture and Casta Paintings
(Joe R. and Teresa Lozano Long Series in Latin American and L) can be one of your beginning books that
are good idea. We all recommend that straight away because this book has good vocabulary that can increase
your knowledge in language, easy to understand, bit entertaining but delivering the information. The copy
writer giving his/her effort to get every word into enjoyment arrangement in writing Imagining Identity in
New Spain: Race, Lineage, and the Colonial Body in Portraiture and Casta Paintings (Joe R. and Teresa
Lozano Long Series in Latin American and L) although doesn't forget the main place, giving the reader the
hottest along with based confirm resource info that maybe you can be certainly one of it. This great
information may drawn you into new stage of crucial considering.

Tracy Rojas:

Are you kind of occupied person, only have 10 as well as 15 minute in your morning to upgrading your mind
proficiency or thinking skill even analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book
compared to can satisfy your short space of time to read it because all this time you only find guide that need
more time to be study. Imagining Identity in New Spain: Race, Lineage, and the Colonial Body in Portraiture
and Casta Paintings (Joe R. and Teresa Lozano Long Series in Latin American and L) can be your answer
mainly because it can be read by you who have those short time problems.

Susan Bondurant:

Reading a book to be new life style in this year; every people loves to examine a book. When you go through
a book you can get a wide range of benefit. When you read publications, you can improve your knowledge,



since book has a lot of information on it. The information that you will get depend on what sorts of book that
you have read. In order to get information about your research, you can read education books, but if you
want to entertain yourself look for a fiction books, this sort of us novel, comics, as well as soon. The
Imagining Identity in New Spain: Race, Lineage, and the Colonial Body in Portraiture and Casta Paintings
(Joe R. and Teresa Lozano Long Series in Latin American and L) provide you with new experience in
reading a book.
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