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Christianity is widely understood to be a "universal" religion that transcends the particularities of history and
culture, including differences related to kinship and ethnicity. In traditional Pauline scholarship, this portrait
of Christianity has been justified by the letters of Paul. Interpreters claim that Paul eliminates ethnicity, or at
least separates it from what is important about Christianity.

This study challenges that perception. Through a detailed examination of kinship and ethnic language in
Paul's letters, Johnson Hodge argues that notions of peoplehood and lineage are not rejected or downplayed
by Paul; instead they are central to his gospel.

Paul's chief concern is the status of the gentile peoples who are alienated from the God of Israel. Ethnicity
defines this theological problem, just as it shapes his own evangelizing of the ethnic and religious "other."
According to Paul, God has responded to the gentile predicament through Christ. Johnson Hodge details how
Paul uses the logic of patrilineal descent to construct a myth of origins for gentiles: through baptism into
Christ the gentiles become descendants of Abraham, adopted sons of God and coheirs with Christ. Although
Jews and gentiles now share a common ancestor, they are not collapsed into one group (of "Christians," for
example). They are separate but related lineages of Abraham.

Through comparisons with other ancient authors, Johnson Hodge shows that Paul is not alone in his strategic
use of kinship and ethnic language. Because kinship and ethnicity present themselves as natural and fixed,
yet are also open to negotiation and reworking, they are effective tools in organizing people and power,
shaping self-understanding and defining membership.

If Sons, Then Heirs demonstrates that Paul's thinking is immersed in the story of Israel. He speaks not as a
Christian theologian, but as a first-century Jewish teacher of gentiles responding to concrete situations in
these early communities of Christ-followers. As such Paul does not reject or critique Judaism, but responds
to God's call to be a "light to the nations."
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From reader reviews:

Mark Copeland:

Inside other case, little persons like to read book If Sons, Then Heirs: A Study of Kinship and Ethnicity in
the Letters of Paul. You can choose the best book if you love reading a book. As long as we know about how
is important any book If Sons, Then Heirs: A Study of Kinship and Ethnicity in the Letters of Paul. You can
add understanding and of course you can around the world by just a book. Absolutely right, because from
book you can recognize everything! From your country until eventually foreign or abroad you will be
known. About simple issue until wonderful thing you are able to know that. In this era, we can open a book
or even searching by internet system. It is called e-book. You need to use it when you feel bored stiff to go to
the library. Let's read.

Michele Stein:

What do you concentrate on book? It is just for students because they're still students or the item for all
people in the world, the actual best subject for that? Just simply you can be answered for that query above.
Every person has diverse personality and hobby per other. Don't to be pushed someone or something that
they don't desire do that. You must know how great in addition to important the book If Sons, Then Heirs: A
Study of Kinship and Ethnicity in the Letters of Paul. All type of book is it possible to see on many methods.
You can look for the internet solutions or other social media.

Gregory Rivera:

Nowadays reading books are more than want or need but also be a life style. This reading practice give you
lot of advantages. Associate programs you got of course the knowledge even the information inside the book
which improve your knowledge and information. The information you get based on what kind of guide you
read, if you want get more knowledge just go with knowledge books but if you want truly feel happy read
one with theme for entertaining including comic or novel. Often the If Sons, Then Heirs: A Study of Kinship
and Ethnicity in the Letters of Paul is kind of reserve which is giving the reader unforeseen experience.

Lisa Madruga:

Do you have something that that suits you such as book? The reserve lovers usually prefer to choose book
like comic, limited story and the biggest the first is novel. Now, why not trying If Sons, Then Heirs: A Study
of Kinship and Ethnicity in the Letters of Paul that give your satisfaction preference will be satisfied by
simply reading this book. Reading addiction all over the world can be said as the opportinity for people to
know world considerably better then how they react when it comes to the world. It can't be explained
constantly that reading routine only for the geeky particular person but for all of you who wants to be success
person. So , for every you who want to start looking at as your good habit, you may pick If Sons, Then Heirs:
A Study of Kinship and Ethnicity in the Letters of Paul become your starter.
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