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The torch song has long been a vehicle for expression—perhaps American song's most sheerly visceral one.
Two artists in particular have built upon this tradition to express their own unique outlooks on their lives and
the world around them. Joni Mitchell, Elvis Costello, and the Torch Song Tradition combines biographical
material, artist commentary, critical interpretation, and selected exemplars of the writers' work to reveal the
power of authorship and the creative drive necessary to negotiate an artistic vision in the complicated
mechanisms of the commercial music industry. Author Larry David Smith, as in his Bob Dylan, Bruce
Springsteen, and American Song, considers the complicated intersection of biography, creative philosophy,
artistic imperative, and stylistic tendencies in the work of both Joni Mitchell and Elvis Costello—two
songwriters with seemingly nothing in common, one famously confessional and one famously
confrontational. Yet, as Smith shows so incisively, they are two personalities that prove fascinatingly
complementary.

Mitchell and Costello both yielded bodies of work that are cohesive, coherent, and rich in meaning. Both
have made historic contributions to the singer-songwriter model, two rebellious respones to the creative and
commercial compromises associated with their chosen field, and two distinct thematic responses to the torch
song tradition. Smith examines these responses, offering a unique and invaluable exploration of the craft of
two of the last century's most towering musical figures.
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From reader reviews:

Rosa Goldschmidt:

The book untitled Elvis Costello, Joni Mitchell, and the Torch Song Tradition is the publication that
recommended to you to read. You can see the quality of the book content that will be shown to you actually.
The language that creator use to explained their way of doing something is easily to understand. The author
was did a lot of investigation when write the book, to ensure the information that they share to your account
is absolutely accurate. You also could get the e-book of Elvis Costello, Joni Mitchell, and the Torch Song
Tradition from the publisher to make you far more enjoy free time.

Sharonda Adair:

Are you kind of occupied person, only have 10 as well as 15 minute in your moment to upgrading your mind
skill or thinking skill possibly analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book
compared to can satisfy your limited time to read it because all this time you only find guide that need more
time to be go through. Elvis Costello, Joni Mitchell, and the Torch Song Tradition can be your answer given
it can be read by an individual who have those short free time problems.

Martin Herrin:

Reading a book being new life style in this yr; every people loves to study a book. When you learn a book
you can get a wide range of benefit. When you read guides, you can improve your knowledge, because book
has a lot of information onto it. The information that you will get depend on what types of book that you
have read. If you want to get information about your examine, you can read education books, but if you want
to entertain yourself you can read a fiction books, this kind of us novel, comics, and also soon. The Elvis
Costello, Joni Mitchell, and the Torch Song Tradition will give you a new experience in reading a book.

Mario Curtin:

A lot of reserve has printed but it differs. You can get it by web on social media. You can choose the best
book for you, science, comedy, novel, or whatever by searching from it. It is identified as of book Elvis
Costello, Joni Mitchell, and the Torch Song Tradition. Contain your knowledge by it. Without leaving
behind the printed book, it might add your knowledge and make you happier to read. It is most significant
that, you must aware about publication. It can bring you from one place to other place.
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