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Dispelling the common notion that American women became activists in the fight against female cancer only
after the 1970s, Kirsten E. Gardner traces women's cancer education campaigns back to the early twentieth
century. Focusing on breast cancer, but using research on cervical, ovarian, and uterine cancers as well,
Gardner's examination of films, publications, health fairs, and archival materials shows that women have
promoted early cancer detection since the inception of the American Society for the Control of Cancer in
1913. While informing female audiences about cancer risks, these early activists also laid the groundwork for
the political advocacy and patient empowerment movements of recent decades.

By the 1930s there were 300,000 members of the Women's Field Army working together with women's
clubs. They held explicit discussions about the risks, detection, and incidence of cancer and, by mid-century,
were offering advice about routine breast self-exams and annual Pap smears. The feminist health movement
of the 1970s, Gardner explains, heralded a departure for female involvement in women's health activism. As
before, women encouraged early detection, but they simultaneously demanded increased attention to gender
and medical research, patient experiences, and causal factors. Our understanding of today's vibrant feminist
health movement is enriched by Gardner's work recognizing women's roles in grassroots educational
programs throughout the twentieth century and their creation of supportive networks that endure today.
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From reader reviews:
Philip Edwards:

As people who live in the modest era should be revise about what going on or data even knowledge to make
these people keep up with the era which can be always change and progress. Some of you maybe will
probably update themselves by reading through books. It is a good choice for yourself but the problems
coming to anyone is you don't know which you should start with. This Early Detection: Women, Cancer, and
Awareness Campaigns in the Twentieth-Century United States is our recommendation to make you keep up
with the world. Why, because this book serves what you want and need in this era.

Amy Petersen:

This book untitled Early Detection: Women, Cancer, and Awareness Campaigns in the Twentieth-Century
United States to be one of several books in which best seller in this year, thisis because when you read this
book you can get alot of benefit into it. Y ou will easily to buy this book in the book store or you can order it
by way of online. The publisher in this book sells the e-book too. It makes you more easily to read this book,
because you can read this book in your Smartphone. So there is no reason to you personally to past this
reserve from your list.

Eleanor Abney:

Reading a publication can be one of alot of exercise that everyone in the world enjoys. Do you like reading
book thus. There are alot of reasons why people fantastic. First reading areserve will give you alot of new
info. When you read a guide you will get new information mainly because book is one of many ways to
share the information or perhaps their idea. Second, reading through a book will make anyone more
imaginative. When you reading through a book especially fictional works book the author will bring you to
definitely imagine the story how the personas do it anything. Third, you can share your knowledge to other
individuals. When you read this Early Detection: Women, Cancer, and Awareness Campaignsin the
Twentieth-Century United States, you are able to tells your family, friends in addition to soon about yours e-
book. Y our knowledge can inspire different ones, make them reading a book.

Guadalupe McCoy:

Y ou may spend your free time to see this book this e-book. This Early Detection: Women, Cancer, and
Awareness Campaigns in the Twentieth-Century United Statesis simple to create you can read it in the
recreation area, in the beach, train in addition to soon. If you did not include much space to bring the printed
book, you can buy often the e-book. It is make you quicker to read it. Y ou can save the book in your smart
phone. Consequently there are alot of benefits that you will get when you buy this book.
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