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No one predicted success for Henry Ward Beecher at his birth in 1813. The blithe, boisterous son of the last
great Puritan minister, he seemed destined to be overshadowed by his brilliant siblings—especially his sister,
Harriet Beecher Stowe, who penned the century’s bestselling book Uncle Tom’s Cabin. But when pushed
into the ministry, the charismatic Beecher found international fame by shedding his father Lyman's Old
Testament–style fire-and-brimstone theology and instead preaching a New Testament–based gospel of
unconditional love and healing, becoming one of the founding fathers of modern American Christianity. By
the 1850s, his spectacular sermons at Plymouth Church in Brooklyn Heights had made him New York’s
number one tourist attraction, so wildly popular that the ferries from Manhattan to Brooklyn were dubbed
“Beecher Boats.”

Beecher inserted himself into nearly every important drama of the era—among them the antislavery and
women’s suffrage movements, the rise of the entertainment industry and tabloid press, and controversies
ranging from Darwinian evolution to presidential politics. He was notorious for his irreverent humor and
melodramatic gestures, such as auctioning slaves to freedom in his pulpit and shipping rifles—nicknamed
“Beecher’s Bibles”—to the antislavery resistance fighters in Kansas. Thinkers such as Emerson, Thoreau,
Whitman, and Twain befriended—and sometimes parodied—him.

And then it all fell apart. In 1872 Beecher was accused by feminist firebrand Victoria Woodhull of adultery
with one of his most pious parishioners. Suddenly the “Gospel of Love” seemed to rationalize a life of lust.
The cuckolded husband brought charges of “criminal conversation” in a salacious trial that became the most
widely covered event of the century, garnering more newspaper headlines than the entire Civil War. Beecher
survived, but his reputation and his causes—from women’s rights to progressive evangelicalism—suffered
devastating setbacks that echo to this day.

Featuring the page-turning suspense of a novel and dramatic new historical evidence, Debby Applegate has
written the definitive biography of this captivating, mercurial, and sometimes infuriating figure. In our own
time, when religion and politics are again colliding and adultery in high places still commands headlines,
Beecher’s story sheds new light on the culture and conflicts of contemporary America.

From the Hardcover edition.
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From reader reviews:

Corene Albert:

Here thing why this The Most Famous Man in America: The Biography of Henry Ward Beecher are different
and trusted to be yours. First of all reading through a book is good nonetheless it depends in the content of
the usb ports which is the content is as yummy as food or not. The Most Famous Man in America: The
Biography of Henry Ward Beecher giving you information deeper including different ways, you can find any
e-book out there but there is no e-book that similar with The Most Famous Man in America: The Biography
of Henry Ward Beecher. It gives you thrill studying journey, its open up your own eyes about the thing in
which happened in the world which is possibly can be happened around you. You can bring everywhere like
in playground, café, or even in your approach home by train. When you are having difficulties in bringing
the paper book maybe the form of The Most Famous Man in America: The Biography of Henry Ward
Beecher in e-book can be your alternative.

Thomas Baldwin:

The guide with title The Most Famous Man in America: The Biography of Henry Ward Beecher includes a
lot of information that you can find out it. You can get a lot of profit after read this book. That book exist
new understanding the information that exist in this guide represented the condition of the world right now.
That is important to yo7u to understand how the improvement of the world. This particular book will bring
you throughout new era of the the positive effect. You can read the e-book in your smart phone, so you can
read it anywhere you want.

Robin Holloway:

Beside this The Most Famous Man in America: The Biography of Henry Ward Beecher in your phone, it can
give you a way to get closer to the new knowledge or info. The information and the knowledge you might
got here is fresh in the oven so don't possibly be worry if you feel like an previous people live in narrow
commune. It is good thing to have The Most Famous Man in America: The Biography of Henry Ward
Beecher because this book offers to you personally readable information. Do you sometimes have book but
you rarely get what it's interesting features of. Oh come on, that wil happen if you have this inside your hand.
The Enjoyable option here cannot be questionable, including treasuring beautiful island. Techniques you still
want to miss that? Find this book along with read it from right now!

Eric Hempel:

This The Most Famous Man in America: The Biography of Henry Ward Beecher is brand-new way for you
who has intense curiosity to look for some information since it relief your hunger of knowledge. Getting
deeper you upon it getting knowledge more you know or you who still having tiny amount of digest in
reading this The Most Famous Man in America: The Biography of Henry Ward Beecher can be the light
food for you personally because the information inside that book is easy to get by anyone. These books



acquire itself in the form which can be reachable by anyone, yep I mean in the e-book contact form. People
who think that in reserve form make them feel sleepy even dizzy this guide is the answer. So there is
absolutely no in reading a guide especially this one. You can find what you are looking for. It should be here
for you. So , don't miss it! Just read this e-book sort for your better life in addition to knowledge.
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