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This book is about a barber, Shihab al-Din Ahmad Ibn Budayr, who shaved and coiffed, and probably
circumcised and healed, in Damascus in the 18th century. The barber may have been a "nobody," but he
wrote a history book, a record of the events that took place in his city during his lifetime. Dana Sajdi
investigates the significance of this book, and in examining the life and work of Ibn Budayr, uncovers the
emergence of a larger trend of history writing by unusual authors—people outside the learned
establishment—and a new phenomenon: nouveau literacy.

The Barber of Damascus offers the first full-length microhistory of an individual commoner in Ottoman and
Islamic history. Contributing to Ottoman popular history, Arabic historiography, and the little-studied
cultural history of the 18th century Levant, the volume also examines the reception of the barber's book a
century later to explore connections between the 18th and the late 19th centuries and illuminates new paths
leading to the Nahda, the Arab Renaissance.
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From reader reviews:

Donald Jefferies:

Here thing why this kind of The Barber of Damascus: Nouveau Literacy in the Eighteenth-Century Ottoman
Levant are different and reliable to be yours. First of all looking at a book is good but it really depends in the
content of it which is the content is as delightful as food or not. The Barber of Damascus: Nouveau Literacy
in the Eighteenth-Century Ottoman Levant giving you information deeper as different ways, you can find
any publication out there but there is no guide that similar with The Barber of Damascus: Nouveau Literacy
in the Eighteenth-Century Ottoman Levant. It gives you thrill studying journey, its open up your own
personal eyes about the thing that will happened in the world which is might be can be happened around you.
You can easily bring everywhere like in park your car, café, or even in your means home by train. When you
are having difficulties in bringing the branded book maybe the form of The Barber of Damascus: Nouveau
Literacy in the Eighteenth-Century Ottoman Levant in e-book can be your choice.

Hubert Smith:

Hey guys, do you wishes to finds a new book to learn? May be the book with the name The Barber of
Damascus: Nouveau Literacy in the Eighteenth-Century Ottoman Levant suitable to you? The actual book
was written by renowned writer in this era. The particular book untitled The Barber of Damascus: Nouveau
Literacy in the Eighteenth-Century Ottoman Levantis the main one of several books that will everyone read
now. That book was inspired a number of people in the world. When you read this publication you will enter
the new way of measuring that you ever know previous to. The author explained their concept in the simple
way, thus all of people can easily to understand the core of this publication. This book will give you a lot of
information about this world now. To help you see the represented of the world in this book.

Maria Swensen:

Spent a free time for you to be fun activity to accomplish! A lot of people spent their spare time with their
family, or their friends. Usually they undertaking activity like watching television, planning to beach, or
picnic inside park. They actually doing ditto every week. Do you feel it? Will you something different to fill
your own free time/ holiday? Might be reading a book can be option to fill your cost-free time/ holiday. The
first thing you ask may be what kinds of reserve that you should read. If you want to try look for book, may
be the book untitled The Barber of Damascus: Nouveau Literacy in the Eighteenth-Century Ottoman Levant
can be fine book to read. May be it can be best activity to you.

Richard Lawrence:

Reading a book being new life style in this calendar year; every people loves to learn a book. When you go
through a book you can get a lots of benefit. When you read books, you can improve your knowledge,
because book has a lot of information onto it. The information that you will get depend on what types of
book that you have read. If you want to get information about your review, you can read education books,



but if you want to entertain yourself read a fiction books, these kinds of us novel, comics, in addition to soon.
The The Barber of Damascus: Nouveau Literacy in the Eighteenth-Century Ottoman Levant will give you a
new experience in reading a book.
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