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Charles Darwin, the father of the theory of evolution, described the evolutionary origin of flowering plants,
which appear to have risen abruptly during the late Cretaceous Period, as an abominable mystery. The first
seed plants appeared in the fossil record some 230 million years earlier, but the transitions leading to the
flowering plants left few fossils and remain obscure. The evolutionary history of photosynthetic organisms is
full of mysteries great and small, including the origin of photosynthesis itself, the origins of multiple
independent lines of algae, the loss of flagella in the red algae, the origin of sporophytes in vascular and non-
vascular plants, the early diversification of seed plants, and the origin of the unique monocots. In Plant Life:
A Brief History, botanist Frederick Essig traces how familiar features of plants evolved sequentially over
hundreds of millions of years as various environmental challenges and opportunities were met. This
chronological narrative begins with the origin of photosynthesis and the rise of cyanobacteria, continues with
the evolution and diversification of photosynthetic eukaryotes and their invasion of dry land, explores the
varied adaptations for sexual reproduction and dispersal in the terrestrial environment, and concludes with
the diverse growth forms of the flowering plants. As different groups of photosynthetic organisms are
introduced, the book emphasizes the adaptations that enabled them to gain dominance in existing habitats or
move into new habitats. Readers will acquire a deeper understanding of the diverse photosynthetic organisms
humans depend upon for food, oxygen, medicine, building materials, and aesthetic pleasure. With accessible
writing and a myriad of figures and illustrations, Essig provides a broad overview of plant evolution that will
appeal to students and general audiences alike. Plant Life: A Brief History is a valiant step in the quest to
unravel the abominable mysteries of plant evolution, and offers a compelling introduction to the exciting and
complex world of evolutionary biology.
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From reader reviews:

Eileen Lopez:

Have you spare time for just a day? What do you do when you have a lot more or little spare time? Yep, you
can choose the suitable activity regarding spend your time. Any person spent their own spare time to take a
go walking, shopping, or went to the Mall. How about open or perhaps read a book titled Plant Life: A Brief
History? Maybe it is to be best activity for you. You realize beside you can spend your time using your
favorite's book, you can smarter than before. Do you agree with their opinion or you have various other
opinion?

Jackie Sneller:

Reading a e-book can be one of a lot of task that everyone in the world really likes. Do you like reading book
thus. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoyed. First reading a reserve will give you a lot of new details.
When you read a reserve you will get new information mainly because book is one of a number of ways to
share the information or perhaps their idea. Second, studying a book will make an individual more
imaginative. When you reading through a book especially fictional works book the author will bring
someone to imagine the story how the character types do it anything. Third, you can share your knowledge to
some others. When you read this Plant Life: A Brief History, you could tells your family, friends in addition
to soon about yours reserve. Your knowledge can inspire others, make them reading a book.

Chuck Bryson:

A lot of people always spent their own free time to vacation or perhaps go to the outside with them friends
and family or their friend. Did you know? Many a lot of people spent many people free time just watching
TV, or perhaps playing video games all day long. If you wish to try to find a new activity here is look
different you can read any book. It is really fun in your case. If you enjoy the book you read you can spent 24
hours a day to reading a reserve. The book Plant Life: A Brief History it is rather good to read. There are a
lot of people who recommended this book. These people were enjoying reading this book. In the event you
did not have enough space to create this book you can buy often the e-book. You can m0ore very easily to
read this book through your smart phone. The price is not too expensive but this book features high quality.

Robert Oshea:

This Plant Life: A Brief History is great guide for you because the content and that is full of information for
you who have always deal with world and also have to make decision every minute. This book reveal it info
accurately using great organize word or we can say no rambling sentences inside it. So if you are read the
item hurriedly you can have whole details in it. Doesn't mean it only gives you straight forward sentences but
tough core information with lovely delivering sentences. Having Plant Life: A Brief History in your hand
like getting the world in your arm, info in it is not ridiculous 1. We can say that no book that offer you world
within ten or fifteen second right but this book already do that. So , this is certainly good reading book. Hey
there Mr. and Mrs. busy do you still doubt that will?
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