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Many years ago, long before the present prosaic era in ancient japan, there lived in Yedo a young samurai
named Toshika. His family belonged to the aristocratic rank of the hatamoto samurai, those knights who
possessed the right to march to battle directly under the Shogun's flag (hata), and his father was a high
official in the Tokugawa Shogunate.
Toshika, whose disposition was of a dreamy and indolent nature with scholarly tastes, had no occupation. He
took life easily, and when his studies were finished, he went to live at the family villa situated in the suburb
of Aoyama.

Toshika was not interested in society, and except for an occasional visit to his home or to his favourite
friend, he never went anywhere. Far from the world he spent his days quietly and pleasantly, reading books,
tending and watering his flowers, practising the tea-ceremony, and composing poetry and playing on the
flute. He was a young man of many accomplishments and studied art. He collected curios and specimens of
well-known calligraphy, which all Japanese prize greatly, and he particularly delighted in pictures.

One day a certain friend whom Toshika had not seen for several months, came to call upon him. He had just
returned from a visit to the seaport of Nagasaki and knowing the young man's tastes had brought with him, as
a present, a Chinese drawing of a beautiful woman, which he begged Toshika to accept.

Toshika was very pleased with this acquisition to his treasures. He examined the painting carefully, and
though he could find no signature of the artist, his knowledge of the subject told him that it was probably
drawn by the well-known Chinese painter of the Shin era.

It was the portrait of a young woman in the prime of youth, and Toshika felt intuitively that it was a real
likeness. The face was one of radiant loveliness, and the longer he gazed at it, the more the charm and
fascination of it grew upon him. He carried it to his own room and hung it up in the alcove. Whenever he felt
lonely he retired to the solitude of his chamber, and sat for hours before the drawing, looking at it and even
addressing it. As the days went by, gradually the picture seemed to glow with life and Toshika began to think
of it as a person. He wondered who the original of the portrait could have been, and said that he envied the
artist who had been granted the happiness of looking upon her beauty……
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From reader reviews:

Enrique McLean:

Nowadays reading books become more and more than want or need but also become a life style. This
reading addiction give you lot of advantages. The benefits you got of course the knowledge the rest of the
information inside the book that will improve your knowledge and information. The information you get
based on what kind of e-book you read, if you want get more knowledge just go with education books but if
you want experience happy read one having theme for entertaining including comic or novel. The actual
Japan Folktales The Young Samurai & Beautiful Lady From The Painting is kind of reserve which is giving
the reader unstable experience.

Joseph Thomas:

This Japan Folktales The Young Samurai & Beautiful Lady From The Painting is fresh way for you who has
interest to look for some information since it relief your hunger associated with. Getting deeper you on it
getting knowledge more you know or perhaps you who still having little bit of digest in reading this Japan
Folktales The Young Samurai & Beautiful Lady From The Painting can be the light food for you personally
because the information inside that book is easy to get simply by anyone. These books develop itself in the
form which can be reachable by anyone, that's why I mean in the e-book type. People who think that in
publication form make them feel drowsy even dizzy this publication is the answer. So there is no in reading a
e-book especially this one. You can find actually looking for. It should be here for an individual. So , don't
miss it! Just read this e-book type for your better life in addition to knowledge.

Scott Peters:

As a student exactly feel bored in order to reading. If their teacher asked them to go to the library as well as
to make summary for some publication, they are complained. Just little students that has reading's heart and
soul or real their leisure activity. They just do what the educator want, like asked to go to the library. They
go to presently there but nothing reading very seriously. Any students feel that looking at is not important,
boring in addition to can't see colorful pics on there. Yeah, it is for being complicated. Book is very
important for you personally. As we know that on this time, many ways to get whatever we wish. Likewise
word says, ways to reach Chinese's country. So , this Japan Folktales The Young Samurai & Beautiful Lady
From The Painting can make you really feel more interested to read.

Judith Roemer:

Reading a guide make you to get more knowledge from it. You can take knowledge and information coming
from a book. Book is published or printed or descriptive from each source in which filled update of news. In
this modern era like today, many ways to get information are available for an individual. From media social
such as newspaper, magazines, science book, encyclopedia, reference book, story and comic. You can add
your knowledge by that book. Are you hip to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just seeking
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