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This book offers a variety of scholarly studies in the idea, situation, and definition-including the self-
definition-of women in India, from the earliest historical period up to the present day. Both in its range of
topics and depth of research, this volume creates a sustained focus that is not presently available in the
literature of women in India.
Faces of the Feminine in Ancient, Medieval, and Modern India comprises 25 essays contributed by a diverse
mix of Indian, Canadian, American, and British women scholars, most of whom have lived in South Asia
either for all of their lives or for extended periods. Arranged chronologically, these groundbreaking essays
set aside the myths and prejudices that often clutter discussions about women in India. Part I, which is
dedicated to the ancient period, defines women's positions as depicted in the sacred law, considers
subordinated women in major Hindu epics, describes women's roles in ritual and their understanding of
religion, and examines the patriarchal organization of women's lives in Buddhism. Part II begins with an
essay on Tantra, a major force in medieval India that influenced both Hinduism and Buddhism and placed
women at the center of its sacred rites. Other essays in Part II look at the life and legends of a medieval
woman saint poet, the portrayal of a Hindu goddess in medieval Bengal, and the role of women from Mughal
harems in decision making. Part III describes the colonial perception of Indian women in the late nineteenth
century and shows how women's self-perceptions have been expressed through their art and writing as well
as through their political action in the twentieth century.
Providing informed and balanced analysis of extensive primary source material, this book will be an
essential resource for students of women's lives in India.
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From reader reviews:

Michael Coffman:

This Faces of the Feminine in Ancient, Medieval, and Modern India tend to be reliable for you who want to
be considered a successful person, why. The key reason why of this Faces of the Feminine in Ancient,
Medieval, and Modern India can be one of several great books you must have is giving you more than just
simple looking at food but feed an individual with information that probably will shock your before
knowledge. This book is actually handy, you can bring it everywhere you go and whenever your conditions
at e-book and printed ones. Beside that this Faces of the Feminine in Ancient, Medieval, and Modern India
forcing you to have an enormous of experience like rich vocabulary, giving you tryout of critical thinking
that we understand it useful in your day activity. So , let's have it and revel in reading.

Gregory Mendoza:

People live in this new morning of lifestyle always make an effort to and must have the spare time or they
will get large amount of stress from both daily life and work. So , if we ask do people have time, we will say
absolutely without a doubt. People is human not really a robot. Then we consult again, what kind of activity
do you possess when the spare time coming to anyone of course your answer will certainly unlimited right.
Then ever try this one, reading guides. It can be your alternative throughout spending your spare time, the
particular book you have read is usually Faces of the Feminine in Ancient, Medieval, and Modern India.

Sharon Broome:

Are you kind of busy person, only have 10 or perhaps 15 minute in your day time to upgrading your mind
proficiency or thinking skill possibly analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book
when compared with can satisfy your short period of time to read it because this time you only find book that
need more time to be read. Faces of the Feminine in Ancient, Medieval, and Modern India can be your
answer because it can be read by you who have those short extra time problems.

Kimberly Duda:

Many people spending their period by playing outside together with friends, fun activity having family or
just watching TV the entire day. You can have new activity to invest your whole day by examining a book.
Ugh, you think reading a book can definitely hard because you have to accept the book everywhere? It okay
you can have the e-book, bringing everywhere you want in your Mobile phone. Like Faces of the Feminine
in Ancient, Medieval, and Modern India which is finding the e-book version. So , why not try out this book?
Let's notice.
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