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In our wired world, visual images of military conflict and political strife are ubiquitous. Far less obvious, far
more elusive, is how we see such images, how witnessing military violence and suffering affects us. Distant
Wars Visible brings a new perspective to such enduring questions about conflict photography and other
forms of visual advocacy, whether in support of U.S. military objectives or in critique of the nation at war.

At the book’s center is what author Wendy Kozol calls an analytic of ambivalence—a critical approach to
the tensions between spectacle and empathy provoked by gazing at military atrocities and trauma. Through
this approach, Distant Wars Visible uses key concepts such as the politics of recoil, the notion of looking
elsewhere, skeptical documents, and ethical spectatorship to examine multiple visual cultural practices
depicting war, on and off the battlefield, from the 1999 NATO bombings in Kosovo to the present.

Kozol’s analysis draws from collections of family photographs, human rights photography, independent film
production, photojournalism, and other examples of war’s visual culture, as well as extensive visual evidence
of the ways in which U.S. militarism operates to maintain geopolitical dominance—from Fallujah and Abu
Ghraib to the most recent drone strikes in Pakistan.

Throughout, Kozol reveals how factors such as gender, race, and sexuality construct competing
visualizations of identity in a range of media from graphic narrative and film to conflict photography and
battlefield souvenirs—and how contingencies and contradictions in visual culture shape the politics and
ethics of witnessing.
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From reader reviews:

Judith Robinson:

This book untitled Distant Wars Visible: The Ambivalence of Witnessing (Critical American Studies) to be
one of several books in which best seller in this year, this is because when you read this book you can get a
lot of benefit into it. You will easily to buy that book in the book shop or you can order it by way of online.
The publisher of the book sells the e-book too. It makes you more easily to read this book, since you can read
this book in your Touch screen phone. So there is no reason to you to past this reserve from your list.

Nellie Wellborn:

The actual book Distant Wars Visible: The Ambivalence of Witnessing (Critical American Studies) has a lot
details on it. So when you check out this book you can get a lot of help. The book was compiled by the very
famous author. Mcdougal makes some research just before write this book. That book very easy to read you
will get the point easily after perusing this book.

Patrick Taylor:

The book untitled Distant Wars Visible: The Ambivalence of Witnessing (Critical American Studies) contain
a lot of information on the item. The writer explains your girlfriend idea with easy approach. The language is
very straightforward all the people, so do definitely not worry, you can easy to read the item. The book was
authored by famous author. The author brings you in the new period of time of literary works. You can easily
read this book because you can continue reading your smart phone, or model, so you can read the book with
anywhere and anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you can start their official web-site
and order it. Have a nice study.

Edward Grimes:

Is it you actually who having spare time subsequently spend it whole day through watching television
programs or just lying down on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Distant Wars Visible:
The Ambivalence of Witnessing (Critical American Studies) can be the respond to, oh how comes? It's a
book you know. You are consequently out of date, spending your time by reading in this fresh era is common
not a nerd activity. So what these ebooks have than the others?
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