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Wayang kulit, or shadow puppetry, connects a mythic past to the present through public ritual performance
and is one of most important performance traditions in Bali. The dalang, or puppeteer, is revered in Balinese
society as a teacher and spiritual leader. Recently, women have begun to study and perform in this
traditionally male role, an innovation that has triggered resistance and controversy.

In Women in the Shadows, Jennifer Goodlander draws on her own experience training as a dalang as well as
interviews with early women dealing and leading artists to upend the usual assessments of such gender role
shifts. She argues that rather than assuming that women performers are necessarily mounting a challenge to
tradition, “tradition” in Bali must be understood as a system of power that is inextricably linked to gender
hierarchy.

She examines the very idea of “tradition” and how it forms both an ideological and social foundation in
Balinese culture, and ultimately, Goodlander offers a richer, more complicated understanding of both
tradition and gender in Balinese society. Following in the footsteps of other eminent reflexive ethnographers,
Women in the Shadows will be of value to anyone interested in performance studies, Southeast Asian culture,
or ethnographic methods.
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From reader reviews:

Linda Hupp:

What do you think of book? It is just for students since they are still students or this for all people in the
world, what the best subject for that? Only you can be answered for that issue above. Every person has
various personality and hobby for every other. Don't to be pressured someone or something that they don't
need do that. You must know how great along with important the book Women in the Shadows: Gender,
Puppets, and the Power of Tradition in Bali (Ohio RIS Southeast Asia Series). All type of book are you able
to see on many resources. You can look for the internet solutions or other social media.

Jody Tolar:

The book untitled Women in the Shadows: Gender, Puppets, and the Power of Tradition in Bali (Ohio RIS
Southeast Asia Series) contain a lot of information on the item. The writer explains her idea with easy
method. The language is very easy to understand all the people, so do not necessarily worry, you can easy to
read this. The book was written by famous author. The author will bring you in the new period of literary
works. You can read this book because you can keep reading your smart phone, or model, so you can read
the book with anywhere and anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you can open their
official web-site along with order it. Have a nice examine.

Scott Tucker:

E-book is one of source of knowledge. We can add our understanding from it. Not only for students but in
addition native or citizen will need book to know the upgrade information of year to help year. As we know
those textbooks have many advantages. Beside we add our knowledge, may also bring us to around the
world. Through the book Women in the Shadows: Gender, Puppets, and the Power of Tradition in Bali (Ohio
RIS Southeast Asia Series) we can take more advantage. Don't you to be creative people? To get creative
person must love to read a book. Just choose the best book that ideal with your aim. Don't always be doubt to
change your life with this book Women in the Shadows: Gender, Puppets, and the Power of Tradition in Bali
(Ohio RIS Southeast Asia Series). You can more pleasing than now.

Carmen Bell:

Many people said that they feel uninterested when they reading a book. They are directly felt the item when
they get a half areas of the book. You can choose typically the book Women in the Shadows: Gender,
Puppets, and the Power of Tradition in Bali (Ohio RIS Southeast Asia Series) to make your current reading is
interesting. Your own skill of reading skill is developing when you including reading. Try to choose
straightforward book to make you enjoy to study it and mingle the sensation about book and looking at
especially. It is to be 1st opinion for you to like to open up a book and read it. Beside that the e-book Women
in the Shadows: Gender, Puppets, and the Power of Tradition in Bali (Ohio RIS Southeast Asia Series) can to
be your brand new friend when you're feel alone and confuse with what must you're doing of this time.
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