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Stories of House and Home is a social and cultural history of the massive construction campaign that
Khrushchev instituted in 1957 to resolve the housing crisis in the Soviet Union and to provide each family its
own apartment. Decent housing was deemed the key to a healthy, productive home life, which was essential
to the realization of socialist collectivism. Drawing on archival materials, as well as memoirs, fiction, and the
Soviet press, Christine Varga-Harris shows how the many aspects of this enormous state initiative—from
neighborhood planning to interior design—sought to alleviate crowded, undignified living conditions and
sculpt residents into ideal Soviet citizens. She also details how individual interests intersected with official
objectives for Soviet society during the Thaw, a period characterized by both liberalization and vigilance in
everyday life.

Set against the backdrop of the widespread transition from communal to one-family living, Stories of House
and Home explores the daily experiences and aspirations of Soviet citizens who were granted new
apartments and those who continued to inhabit the old housing stock due to the chronic problems that beset
the housing program. Varga-Harris analyzes the contradictions apparent in heroic advances and seemingly
inexplicable delays in construction, model apartments boasting modern conveniences and decrepit dwellings,
happy housewarmings and disappointing moves, and new residents and individuals requesting to exchange
old apartments. She also reveals how Soviet citizens identified with the state and with the broader project of
building socialism.
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From reader reviews:

Sun Byrd:

Have you spare time for the day? What do you do when you have much more or little spare time? Yes, you
can choose the suitable activity for spend your time. Any person spent their particular spare time to take a
walk, shopping, or went to the Mall. How about open or read a book entitled Stories of House and Home:
Soviet Apartment Life during the Khrushchev Years? Maybe it is for being best activity for you. You
understand beside you can spend your time together with your favorite's book, you can cleverer than before.
Do you agree with it is opinion or you have different opinion?

Jacqueline Bull:

This Stories of House and Home: Soviet Apartment Life during the Khrushchev Years book is not really
ordinary book, you have it then the world is in your hands. The benefit you obtain by reading this book is
information inside this e-book incredible fresh, you will get info which is getting deeper you read a lot of
information you will get. This specific Stories of House and Home: Soviet Apartment Life during the
Khrushchev Years without we understand teach the one who examining it become critical in thinking and
analyzing. Don't end up being worry Stories of House and Home: Soviet Apartment Life during the
Khrushchev Years can bring when you are and not make your tote space or bookshelves' turn out to be full
because you can have it in the lovely laptop even mobile phone. This Stories of House and Home: Soviet
Apartment Life during the Khrushchev Years having very good arrangement in word in addition to layout, so
you will not really feel uninterested in reading.

Gloria Pruitt:

The feeling that you get from Stories of House and Home: Soviet Apartment Life during the Khrushchev
Years is the more deep you digging the information that hide in the words the more you get serious about
reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard to recognise but Stories of House and Home: Soviet
Apartment Life during the Khrushchev Years giving you excitement feeling of reading. The writer conveys
their point in specific way that can be understood by simply anyone who read the idea because the author of
this reserve is well-known enough. This specific book also makes your current vocabulary increase well. So
it is easy to understand then can go along, both in printed or e-book style are available. We advise you for
having this Stories of House and Home: Soviet Apartment Life during the Khrushchev Years instantly.

Dexter Forsyth:

Reading a e-book tends to be new life style with this era globalization. With looking at you can get a lot of
information that could give you benefit in your life. Having book everyone in this world may share their
idea. Ebooks can also inspire a lot of people. Plenty of author can inspire their own reader with their story as
well as their experience. Not only the storyline that share in the ebooks. But also they write about advantage
about something that you need case in point. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your sons or



daughters, there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors in this world always try to
improve their ability in writing, they also doing some research before they write to the book. One of them is
this Stories of House and Home: Soviet Apartment Life during the Khrushchev Years.
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