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Miriam Peskowitz offers a dramatic revision to our understanding of early rabbinic Judaism. Using a wide
range of sources—archaeology, legal texts, grave goods, technology, art, and writings in Hebrew, Aramaic,
Greek, and Latin—she challenges traditional assumptions regarding Judaism's historical development.

Following the destruction of the Jerusalem Temple by Roman armies in 70 C.E., new incarnations of
Judaism emerged. Of these, rabbinic Judaism was the most successful, becoming the classical form of the
religion. Through ancient stories involving Jewish spinners and weavers, Peskowitz re-examines this critical
moment in Jewish history and presents a feminist interpretation in which gender takes center stage. She
shows how notions of female and male were developed by the rabbis of Roman Palestine and why the
distinctions were so important in the formation of their religious and legal tradition.

Rabbinic attention to women, men, sexuality, and gender took place within the "ordinary tedium of everyday
life, in acts that were both familiar and mundane." While spinners and weavers performed what seemed like
ordinary tasks, their craft was in fact symbolic of larger gender and sexual issues, which Peskowitz deftly
explicates. Her study of ancient spinning and her abundant source material will set new standards in the
fields of gender studies, Jewish studies, and cultural studies.
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From reader reviews:

Richard Slawson:

What do you regarding book? It is not important along? Or just adding material when you really need
something to explain what yours problem? How about your extra time? Or are you busy man or woman? If
you don't have spare time to try and do others business, it is make one feel bored faster. And you have free
time? What did you do? Every person has many questions above. They have to answer that question since
just their can do that will. It said that about publication. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is correct.
Because start from on guardería until university need this particular Spinning Fantasies: Rabbis, Gender, and
History (Contraversions: Critical Studies in Jewish Literature, Culture, and Society) to read.

Lidia Flynn:

Playing with family in a park, coming to see the ocean world or hanging out with buddies is thing that
usually you may have done when you have spare time, after that why you don't try matter that really opposite
from that. Just one activity that make you not sensation tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster
you already been ride on and with addition associated with. Even you love Spinning Fantasies: Rabbis,
Gender, and History (Contraversions: Critical Studies in Jewish Literature, Culture, and Society), you could
enjoy both. It is very good combination right, you still wish to miss it? What kind of hangout type is it? Oh
can happen its mind hangout men. What? Still don't have it, oh come on its identified as reading friends.

Terry Kiser:

Spinning Fantasies: Rabbis, Gender, and History (Contraversions: Critical Studies in Jewish Literature,
Culture, and Society) can be one of your nice books that are good idea. We recommend that straight away
because this book has good vocabulary that could increase your knowledge in terminology, easy to
understand, bit entertaining but still delivering the information. The copy writer giving his/her effort that will
put every word into pleasure arrangement in writing Spinning Fantasies: Rabbis, Gender, and History
(Contraversions: Critical Studies in Jewish Literature, Culture, and Society) however doesn't forget the main
point, giving the reader the hottest along with based confirm resource information that maybe you can be one
of it. This great information can easily drawn you into brand-new stage of crucial pondering.

Harold Karr:

Would you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt while you are in the book store? Try to
pick one book that you never know the inside because don't judge book by its protect may doesn't work is
difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not while fantastic as in the outside look likes.
Maybe you answer is usually Spinning Fantasies: Rabbis, Gender, and History (Contraversions: Critical
Studies in Jewish Literature, Culture, and Society) why because the great cover that make you consider about
the content will not disappoint an individual. The inside or content is usually fantastic as the outside or even
cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly direct you to pick up this book.
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