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How, asks James E. Strick, could spontaneous generation--the idea that living things can suddenly arise from
nonliving materials--come to take root for a time (even a brief one) in so thoroughly unsuitable a field as
British natural theology? No less an authority than Aristotle claimed that cases of spontaneous generation
were to be observed in nature, and the idea held sway for centuries. Beginning around the time of the
Scientific Revolution, however, the doctrine was increasingly challenged; attempts to prove or disprove it led
to important breakthroughs in experimental design and laboratory techniques, most notably sterilization
methods, that became the cornerstones of modern microbiology and sped the ascendancy of the germ theory
of disease.

The Victorian debates, Strick shows, were entwined with the public controversy over Darwin's theory of
evolution. While other histories of the debates between 1860 and 1880 have focused largely on the
experiments of John Tyndall, Henry Charlton Bastian, and others, Sparks of Life emphasizes previously
understudied changes in the theories that underlay the debates. Strick argues that the disputes cannot be
understood without full knowledge of the factional infighting among Darwinians themselves, as they
struggled to create a socially and scientifically viable form of "Darwinian" science. He shows that even the
terms of the debate, such as "biogenesis," usually but incorrectly attributed to Huxley, were intensely
contested.
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From reader reviews:

Wendy Poston:

Have you spare time for a day? What do you do when you have far more or little spare time? That's why, you
can choose the suitable activity with regard to spend your time. Any person spent their own spare time to
take a stroll, shopping, or went to the Mall. How about open or maybe read a book allowed Sparks of Life:
Darwinism and the Victorian Debates over Spontaneous Generation? Maybe it is being best activity for you.
You realize beside you can spend your time together with your favorite's book, you can better than before.
Do you agree with the opinion or you have some other opinion?

Robert Dougherty:

Book is to be different per grade. Book for children until adult are different content. We all know that that
book is very important for people. The book Sparks of Life: Darwinism and the Victorian Debates over
Spontaneous Generation has been making you to know about other knowledge and of course you can take
more information. It is very advantages for you. The publication Sparks of Life: Darwinism and the
Victorian Debates over Spontaneous Generation is not only giving you far more new information but also
being your friend when you sense bored. You can spend your spend time to read your publication. Try to
make relationship using the book Sparks of Life: Darwinism and the Victorian Debates over Spontaneous
Generation. You never experience lose out for everything in the event you read some books.

Sherry Holsey:

In this 21st century, people become competitive in most way. By being competitive now, people have do
something to make these survives, being in the middle of the crowded place and notice through surrounding.
One thing that oftentimes many people have underestimated the item for a while is reading. Yep, by reading
a guide your ability to survive increase then having chance to stand than other is high. For you who want to
start reading any book, we give you this specific Sparks of Life: Darwinism and the Victorian Debates over
Spontaneous Generation book as beginning and daily reading guide. Why, because this book is more than
just a book.

Debra Davin:

Information is provisions for folks to get better life, information currently can get by anyone at everywhere.
The information can be a information or any news even restricted. What people must be consider any time
those information which is inside former life are challenging be find than now's taking seriously which one
would work to believe or which one typically the resource are convinced. If you have the unstable resource
then you obtain it as your main information we will see huge disadvantage for you. All of those possibilities
will not happen in you if you take Sparks of Life: Darwinism and the Victorian Debates over Spontaneous
Generation as the daily resource information.
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