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In 1910, at the age of fifty-one, Alexander Ziskind Gurwitz made the bold decision to emigrate with his wife
and four children from southeastern Ukraine in Tsarist Russia to begin a new life in Texas. In 1935, in his
seventies, Gurwitz composed a retrospective autobiography, Memories of Two Generations, that recounts his
personal story both of the rich history of the lost Jewish world of Eastern Europe and of the rambunctious
development of frontier Jewish communities in the United States.
 
In both Europe and America, Gurwitz inhabited an almost exclusively Jewish world. As a boy, he studied in
traditional yeshivas and earned a living as a Hebrew language teacher and kosher butcher. Widely travelled,
Gurwitz recalls with wit and insight daily life in European shtetls, providing perceptive and informative
comments about Jewish religion, history, politics, and social customs. Among the book’s most notable
features is his first-hand, insider’s account of the yearly Jewish holiday cycle as it was observed in the
nineteenth century, described as he experienced it as a child.
 
Gurwitz’s account of his arrival in Texas forms a cornerstone record of the Galveston Immigration
Movement; this memoir represents the only complete narrative of that migration from an immigrant’s point
of view. Gurwitz’s descriptions about the development of a thriving Orthodox community in San Antonio
provide an important and unique primary source about a facet of American Jewish life that is not widely
known.
 
Gurwitz wrote his memoir in his preferred Yiddish, and this translation into English by Rabbi Amram Prero
captures the lyrical style of the original. Scholar and author Bryan Edward Stone’s special introduction and
illuminating footnotes round out a superb edition that offers much to experts and general readers alike.
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From reader reviews:

Kim Duncan:

In this 21st centuries, people become competitive in each and every way. By being competitive currently,
people have do something to make these people survives, being in the middle of often the crowded place and
notice by simply surrounding. One thing that often many people have underestimated the idea for a while is
reading. Yes, by reading a reserve your ability to survive enhance then having chance to stand up than other
is high. For you personally who want to start reading the book, we give you that Memories of Two
Generations: A Yiddish Life in Russia and Texas (Jews and Judaism: History and Culture Series) book as
beginning and daily reading book. Why, because this book is more than just a book.

Austin Lawrence:

Information is provisions for individuals to get better life, information currently can get by anyone at
everywhere. The information can be a understanding or any news even a huge concern. What people must be
consider whenever those information which is inside the former life are hard to be find than now's taking
seriously which one is acceptable to believe or which one typically the resource are convinced. If you receive
the unstable resource then you obtain it as your main information we will see huge disadvantage for you. All
of those possibilities will not happen throughout you if you take Memories of Two Generations: A Yiddish
Life in Russia and Texas (Jews and Judaism: History and Culture Series) as your daily resource information.

John Lopez:

Is it a person who having spare time and then spend it whole day by means of watching television programs
or just laying on the bed? Do you need something new? This Memories of Two Generations: A Yiddish Life
in Russia and Texas (Jews and Judaism: History and Culture Series) can be the solution, oh how comes? A
book you know. You are therefore out of date, spending your free time by reading in this completely new era
is common not a geek activity. So what these publications have than the others?

Yvette Barstow:

Do you like reading a publication? Confuse to looking for your favorite book? Or your book seemed to be
rare? Why so many concern for the book? But almost any people feel that they enjoy with regard to reading.
Some people likes reading through, not only science book but novel and Memories of Two Generations: A
Yiddish Life in Russia and Texas (Jews and Judaism: History and Culture Series) or others sources were
given understanding for you. After you know how the truly amazing a book, you feel would like to read
more and more. Science reserve was created for teacher or maybe students especially. Those books are
helping them to add their knowledge. In some other case, beside science guide, any other book likes
Memories of Two Generations: A Yiddish Life in Russia and Texas (Jews and Judaism: History and Culture
Series) to make your spare time much more colorful. Many types of book like this.
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