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In the Middle Ages, textual amulets—short texts written on parchment or paper and worn on the body—were
thought to protect the bearer against enemies, to heal afflictions caused by demonic invasions, and to bring
the wearer good fortune. In Binding Words, Don C. Skemer provides the first book-length study of this once-
common means of harnessing the magical power of words.

Textual amulets were a unique source of empowerment, promising the believer safe passage through a
precarious world by means of an ever-changing mix of scriptural quotations, divine names, common prayers,
and liturgical formulas. Although theologians and canon lawyers frequently derided textual amulets as
ignorant superstition, many literate clergy played a central role in producing and disseminating them. The
texts were, in turn, embraced by a broad cross-section of Western Europe. Saints and parish priests,
physicians and village healers, landowners and peasants alike believed in their efficacy.

Skemer offers careful analysis of several dozen surviving textual amulets along with other contemporary
medieval source materials. In the process, Binding Words enriches our understanding of popular religion and
magic in everyday medieval life.
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From reader reviews:

Lauren Joseph:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important behave, like
looking for your favorite reserve and reading a e-book. Beside you can solve your long lasting problem; you
can add your knowledge by the book entitled Binding Words: Textual Amulets in the Middle Ages (Magic in
History). Try to face the book Binding Words: Textual Amulets in the Middle Ages (Magic in History) as
your good friend. It means that it can for being your friend when you feel alone and beside that course make
you smarter than previously. Yeah, it is very fortuned for yourself. The book makes you considerably more
confidence because you can know every thing by the book. So , we need to make new experience as well as
knowledge with this book.

Matthew German:

Spent a free a chance to be fun activity to perform! A lot of people spent their spare time with their family, or
their own friends. Usually they performing activity like watching television, going to beach, or picnic within
the park. They actually doing same thing every week. Do you feel it? Do you need to something different to
fill your free time/ holiday? Could be reading a book can be option to fill your free of charge time/ holiday.
The first thing you will ask may be what kinds of book that you should read. If you want to try look for book,
may be the reserve untitled Binding Words: Textual Amulets in the Middle Ages (Magic in History) can be
very good book to read. May be it can be best activity to you.

Christina Ruiz:

Can you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt when you find yourself in the book store?
Try and pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't ascertain book by its deal with may
doesn't work the following is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not since fantastic as
in the outside appear likes. Maybe you answer might be Binding Words: Textual Amulets in the Middle
Ages (Magic in History) why because the fantastic cover that make you consider with regards to the content
will not disappoint a person. The inside or content is usually fantastic as the outside or perhaps cover. Your
reading 6th sense will directly show you to pick up this book.

Nicol Thomas:

Is it you actually who having spare time in that case spend it whole day by simply watching television
programs or just lying on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Binding Words: Textual
Amulets in the Middle Ages (Magic in History) can be the response, oh how comes? A book you know. You
are therefore out of date, spending your spare time by reading in this new era is common not a nerd activity.
So what these textbooks have than the others?
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