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Examines how the ancient customs of constructing and keeping a house formed a sacred bond between
homes and their inhabitants

• Shares many tales of house spirits, from cajoling the local land spirit into becoming one’s house spirit to
the good and bad luck bestowed by mischievous house elves

• Explains the meaning behind door and window placement, house orientation, horsehead gables, the
fireplace or hearth, and the threshold

• Reveals the charms, chants, prayers, and building practices used by our ancestors to bestow happiness and
prosperity upon their homes and their occupants

Why do we hang horseshoes for good luck or place wreaths on our doors? Why does the groom carry his
new bride over the threshold? These customs represent the last vestiges from a long, rich history of honoring
the spirits of our homes. They show that a house is more than a building: it is a living being with a body and
soul.

Examining the extensive traditions surrounding houses from medieval times to the present, Claude
Lecouteux reveals that, before we entered the current era of frequent moves and modular housing, moving
largely from the countryside into cities, humanity had an extremely sacred relationship with their homes and
all the spirits who lived there alongside them--from the spirit of the house itself to the mischievous elves,
fairies, and imps who visited, invited or not. He shows how every aspect of constructing and keeping a house
involved rites, ceremony, customs, and taboos to appease the spirits, including the choice of a building lot
and the very materials with which it was built. Uncovering the lost meaning behind door and window
placement, the hearth, and the threshold, Lecouteux shares many tales of house spirits, from the offerings
used to cajole the local land spirit into becoming the domestic house spirit to the good and bad luck bestowed
upon those who seek the help of the “Little Money Man.” He draws on studies and classic literature from old
Europe--from Celtic lands and Scandinavia to France and Germany to the far eastern borders of Europe and
into Russia--to explain the pagan roots behind many of these traditions.

Revealing our ancestors’ charms, prayers, and practices to bestow happiness and prosperity upon their
homes, Lecouteux shows that we can invite the spirits back into our houses, old or new, and restore the
sacred bond between home and inhabitant.
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From reader reviews:

Gerard Brand:

The book The Tradition of Household Spirits: Ancestral Lore and Practices make you feel enjoy for your
spare time. You should use to make your capable much more increase. Book can to be your best friend when
you getting tension or having big problem together with your subject. If you can make reading through a
book The Tradition of Household Spirits: Ancestral Lore and Practices for being your habit, you can get a lot
more advantages, like add your own personal capable, increase your knowledge about many or all subjects.
You can know everything if you like open up and read a reserve The Tradition of Household Spirits:
Ancestral Lore and Practices. Kinds of book are several. It means that, science book or encyclopedia or other
individuals. So , how do you think about this reserve?

Erin Chretien:

Hey guys, do you really wants to finds a new book you just read? May be the book with the headline The
Tradition of Household Spirits: Ancestral Lore and Practices suitable to you? Often the book was written by
well known writer in this era. The actual book untitled The Tradition of Household Spirits: Ancestral Lore
and Practicesis a single of several books this everyone read now. This particular book was inspired a lot of
people in the world. When you read this guide you will enter the new shape that you ever know prior to. The
author explained their concept in the simple way, thus all of people can easily to be aware of the core of this
book. This book will give you a great deal of information about this world now. In order to see the
represented of the world in this book.

Lela Koehn:

The particular book The Tradition of Household Spirits: Ancestral Lore and Practices has a lot of
information on it. So when you read this book you can get a lot of profit. The book was compiled by the very
famous author. Mcdougal makes some research before write this book. That book very easy to read you can
obtain the point easily after looking over this book.

Carl Guerra:

As we know that book is essential thing to add our understanding for everything. By a book we can know
everything we really wish for. A book is a pair of written, printed, illustrated or perhaps blank sheet. Every
year has been exactly added. This e-book The Tradition of Household Spirits: Ancestral Lore and Practices
was filled in relation to science. Spend your spare time to add your knowledge about your scientific
disciplines competence. Some people has different feel when they reading a book. If you know how big
benefit from a book, you can sense enjoy to read a e-book. In the modern era like right now, many ways to
get book that you just wanted.
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