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Amid political innovation and social transformation, Revolutionary America was also fertile ground for
religious upheaval, as self-proclaimed visionaries and prophets established new religious sects throughout
the emerging nation. Among the most influential and controversial of these figures was Jemima Wilkinson.
Born in 1752 and raised in a Quaker household in Cumberland, Rhode Island, Wilkinson began her ministry
dramatically in 1776 when, in the midst of an illness, she announced her own death and reincarnation as the
Public Universal Friend, a heaven-sent prophet who was neither female nor male. In The Public Universal
Friend, Paul B. Moyer tells the story of Wilkinson and her remarkable church, the Society of Universal
Friends.

Wilkinson's message was a simple one: humankind stood on the brink of the Apocalypse, but salvation was
available to all who accepted God's grace and the authority of his prophet: the Public Universal Friend.
Wilkinson preached widely in southern New England and Pennsylvania, attracted hundreds of devoted
followers, formed them into a religious sect, and, by the late 1780s, had led her converts to the backcountry
of the newly formed United States, where they established a religious community near present-day Penn
Yan, New York. Even this remote spot did not provide a safe haven for Wilkinson and her followers as they
awaited the Millennium. Disputes from within and without dogged the sect, and many disciples drifted away
or turned against the Friend. After Wilkinson’s "second" and final death in 1819, the Society rapidly fell into
decline and, by the mid-nineteenth century, ceased to exist. The prophet’s ministry spanned the American
Revolution and shaped the nation’s religious landscape during the unquiet interlude between the first and
second Great Awakenings.

The life of the Public Universal Friend and the Friend’s church offer important insights about changes to
religious life, gender, and society during this formative period. The Public Universal Friend is an elegantly
written and comprehensive history of an important and too little known figure in the spiritual landscape of
early America.
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From reader reviews:

Debbie Brown:

Book is actually written, printed, or illustrated for everything. You can know everything you want by a book.
Book has a different type. As you may know that book is important factor to bring us around the world.
Close to that you can your reading ability was fluently. A book The Public Universal Friend: Jemima
Wilkinson and Religious Enthusiasm in Revolutionary America will make you to possibly be smarter. You
can feel a lot more confidence if you can know about every thing. But some of you think in which open or
reading any book make you bored. It's not make you fun. Why they could be thought like that? Have you
looking for best book or ideal book with you?

David Ashworth:

This book untitled The Public Universal Friend: Jemima Wilkinson and Religious Enthusiasm in
Revolutionary America to be one of several books that best seller in this year, here is because when you read
this publication you can get a lot of benefit into it. You will easily to buy this particular book in the book
retailer or you can order it by means of online. The publisher of this book sells the e-book too. It makes you
quickly to read this book, since you can read this book in your Mobile phone. So there is no reason for you to
past this reserve from your list.

Gladys Jackson:

Don't be worry when you are afraid that this book will certainly filled the space in your house, you will get it
in e-book approach, more simple and reachable. That The Public Universal Friend: Jemima Wilkinson and
Religious Enthusiasm in Revolutionary America can give you a lot of pals because by you looking at this
one book you have thing that they don't and make an individual more like an interesting person. That book
can be one of one step for you to get success. This reserve offer you information that possibly your friend
doesn't know, by knowing more than additional make you to be great individuals. So , why hesitate? Let's
have The Public Universal Friend: Jemima Wilkinson and Religious Enthusiasm in Revolutionary America.

Terry Burrows:

You can obtain this The Public Universal Friend: Jemima Wilkinson and Religious Enthusiasm in
Revolutionary America by go to the bookstore or Mall. Simply viewing or reviewing it could to be your
solve problem if you get difficulties on your knowledge. Kinds of this e-book are various. Not only by
simply written or printed but additionally can you enjoy this book by e-book. In the modern era similar to
now, you just looking by your local mobile phone and searching what their problem. Right now, choose your
own ways to get more information about your publication. It is most important to arrange you to ultimately
make your knowledge are still change. Let's try to choose correct ways for you.
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