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Taking an ecological approach to our evolution, Clive Finlayson considers the origins of modern humans
within the context of a drying climate and changing landscapes. Finlayson argues that environmental change,
particularly availability of water, played a critical rolein shaping the direction of human evolution,
contributing to our spread and success. He argues that our ancestors carved a niche for themselves by leaving
the forest and forcing their way into a

long-established community of carnivoresin atropical savannah as climate changes opened up the
landscape. They took their chance at high noon, when most other predators were asleep. Adapting to this
new lifestyle by shedding their hair and developing an active sweating system to keep cool, being close to
fresh water was vital. Asthe climate dried, our ancestors, already bipedal, became taller and slimmer, more
adept at travelling farther in search of water. The challenges of seeking water in a drying landscape moulded
the minds and bodies of early humans, and directed their migrations and eventual settlements.

In this fresh and provocative view of a seven-million-year evolutionary journey, Finlayson demonstrates the
radical implications for the interpretation of fossils and technologies and shows that understanding humans
within an ecological context provides insights into the emergence and spread of Homo sapiens sapiens
worldwide.
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From reader reviews:
K ate Sutton:

Book is actually written, printed, or created for everything. Y ou can recognize everything you want by a
publication. Book has a different type. Asyou may know that book isimportant issue to bring us around the
world. Beside that you can your reading ability was fluently. A e-book The Improbable Primate: How Water
Shaped Human Evolution will make you to always be smarter. Y ou can feel alot more confidence if you can
know about everything. But some of you think which open or reading any book make you bored. It is not
make you fun. Why they are often thought like that? Have you seeking best book or ideal book with you?

LupitaKirch:

What do you think of book? It isjust for students since they are still students or theideafor all peoplein the
world, the actual best subject for that? Just simply you can be answered for that concern above. Every person
has various personality and hobby for every single other. Don't to be pressured someone or something that
they don't need do that. Y ou must know how great as well asimportant the book The Improbable Primate:
How Water Shaped Human Evolution. All type of book are you able to see on many resources. Y ou can look
for the internet options or other social media.

Charles Bock:

Now aday those who Living in the era everywhere everything reachable by match the internet and the
resources inside it can be true or not demand peopl e to be aware of each datathey get. How many peopleto
be smart in receiving any information nowadays? Of course the solution is reading a book. Looking at a book
can help individuals out of this uncertainty Information specially this The Improbable Primate: How Water
Shaped Human Evolution book because book offers you rich facts and knowledge. Of course the information
in this book hundred percent guarantees there is no doubt in it you know.

Harry Baxter:

A lot of people said that they feel fed up when they reading aguide. They are directly felt it when they get a
half portions of the book. Y ou can choose the actual book The Improbable Primate: How Water Shaped
Human Evolution to make your current reading is interesting. Y our personal skill of reading talent is
developing when you similar to reading. Try to choose simple book to make you enjoy you just read it and
mingle the feeling about book and looking at especialy. It isto beinitial opinion for you to like to open up a
book and study it. Beside that the book The Improbable Primate: How Water Shaped Human Evolution can
to be your brand-new friend when you're really feel alone and confuse with the information must you're
doing of thistime.
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